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The university has experienced consider-
able difficulty in recent yvears in complying
with the statutory restriction of three
months from the close of the university
year in which to submit jts report. This
has been further aggravated by the need
for the report to be submitted together
with a copy of the Auditor-General's re-
port on the accounts which, of necessity, is
usually not available until later in the
following year.

The smendment to sectlon 41 is simple
and provides for the senate to forward its
report as sgon as practicable after the
close of the university year, and for the
Auditor-General’s report to be forwarded
as soon as practicable after being re-
ceived by the university authorities,

I commend the Bill to members,

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. R. F. Claughton.

House adjourned at 4.55 p.m.

Yegislative Assembly

Thursday, the 20th March, 1875

The SPEAEER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (56): ON NOTICE
RAILWAYS

Kalgoorlie Bar and Refreshment Room

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) When were the bar, kiosk and the
refreshment room at the Kalgoor-
le railway station closed?

Why were ithese facilitles closed?
Is he aware that the closure has
resulted in Inconvenience to rail-
way patrons passing through Kal-
goorlie, those originating jour-
neys from this centre and those
terminating journeys there?

Will he please consider making
tltx;lese facilities once more avail-
able?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) From the 28th December, 1974.
(2} Because of decline in patronage
and financial loss.

No. Bar, cafe, confectionery, and
limited periodicals snd magazines
are available for sale on inter-
state passenger trains and also on
the Prospector prior to arrlval at
and immediately after departure
from Ealgoorlie,

No. There is no evidence to indi-
cate that the situation which ex-
isted at the time of closure would
improve.

2)
1))

(4>

¢

(4)
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COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL
HOSTELS

Kalgoorlie

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
reseniing the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the Minister aware of a re-

@

)

4

5

(6)

cent survey conducted by Mis M.
Tonkin of Menzies of parents who
would be prepared to have thelr
children attend a school hostel
in Kalgoorlie if one existed?

Why was a submission made to
the Minister in 1974 for the pur-
chase of the Christian Brothers
College building subsequent to
the transfer of the college to a
new site for use as a hostel re-
jected?

Has the Minister consldered an
approach to the Australian
Schools Commission for neces-
sary finance to purchase the said
:n%ldlng for the purpose of a hos-
el?

Whilst it is true that on each oc-
casion of a survey as to numbers
of children who would attend a
Kalgoorlie hostel judged by exlst-
ing criterla, 1t has been reported
that there have been insufficlent
children available to make a hos-
tel a viable proposition, is it a
fact that the situation is really
one of the “chicken and the egg”
because due to the lack of a hos-
tel many parents make long range
decisions early in a child's life for
the education of the child away
from Kalgoorlle?

When was the matter of a Eal-
goorlie hostel last consldered by
the Couniry High Schools Hos-
tels Authority?

Why cannot the situation in the
eastern and north-eastern gold-
fields, because of many factors
not the least being due to envir-
onment and remoteness, be given
special consideration?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(6))]
(2)

(3

Yes.

The request to purchase the CBC
bullding was carefully considered.
It was rejected on the grounds
that all the available evidence Indi-
cated that there were not suffi-
clent students in the Kalgoorlie
ares to justify the provision of

hostel accommodation. Other
factors taken Into asccount were
some reservations about the

suitabllity of the building, the
availability of finance and the
number of vacancies In other
country hostels.

The special needs In regard to
hostel accommodation have been
included in the submission to the
Schools Commission for the
coming triennium.
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This question calls for an expres-
slon of oplpnion. Deparimental
decisions are not related to such
evidence, The fact is that there is
insufficient demand for such a
hostel in Kalgoorlie at the present
time.

The matter of a hostel at EKal-
goorlle was discussed at the
meeting of the Authority held on
the 2Tth February, 1974. It was
decided to defer the buflding of a
hostel for the present but action is
proceeding to obtain a suitable
site for future development should
the demand for hostel accom-
modation increase.

The special factors associated
with the goldfields are given every
sympathetic consideration. The
needs for a hostel at Kalgoorlie
will continue to be kept under
review.

MINERALISED OUTCROPS
Paterson Range: Nomenclature

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Lands:

Why were the names submitted
by the prospector Jean-Paul Tur-
caud, referring to the geographl-
cal location of three main miner-
alised outcrops in the Paterson
Range of the Great Sandy Desert
of Western Australia and discov-
ered by him In Cectober 1970, ac-
cepted by the Mines Department
{which has samples of same) but
refused by the Lands Depart-
ment? Reference: Depariment of
Lands and Surveys, Nomencla-
ture Advisory Committee, File No.
2274/63.

Mr RIDGE replied:

There has been no correspondence
from the Mines Departmeni con-
cerning the acceptance or other-
wise' of names submitted by the
prospector Jean-Paul Turcaud.

MINERALISED OUTCROPS

Mr

Paterson Range: Discoverer

T. D, EVANS, to the Minister for

Mines:

(¢}

2)

Is it not a fact that in October
1970, Mines Department records
confirm that an independent pros-
pector, Mr Jean-Paul Turcaud,
discovered in the Paterson Range
in the Great Sandy Desert of
Western Australia large miner-
alised outcrops (gossans) pre-
viously unknown?

Is it not a iact that the smasll
prospector has been responsible
for most major mining discov-
erles in Australia?

(3)

(4)

L)

6)

(¥}

1))

@)
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Has it not been a common prac-
tice for small prospectors to dis-
cuss their finds with mining
companies and take mining
commpanies onto their discoveries
befare any ground Is pegged on the
basis of trust on the part of the
prospector?

What recognition in the know-
ledge of the Minister did the said
prospector who discovered in 1970
the Paterson Range mineral de-
posit receive after bringing it In
good faith to the attention of
quite & number of very experl-
enced mining companies?

What is the known connection
between Newmonf and Day Dawn
Minerals in this Paterson Range
development?

Is the Government going to stand
by, knowing that the independent
prospector Turcaud who brought
the Paterson Range prospect to
the attention of the mining com-
pany Newmont in 1970 and agsain
in 1971 (and the company has
never denied it), is refused proper
recognition by the same company?

Has the Government which has
heen approached by Mr Turcaud’s
lawyer previously and is there-
fore quite aware of this situa-
tion, by not acting on the reports
of a blatant Injustice, to support
the multinational corporation
against the local prospector?

What fangible form of assistance
has been extended by the Govern-
ment to Newment to develop this
large mineral deposit, because of
the importance of the discovery
to the State?

Would the Government consider
establishing a committee of In-
quiry into the history of the dis-
covery of the Paterson Range de-
posit to establish to whom
proper credit should be given for
this discovery; and if the inquiry
establishes that a company has
benefited by the discovery made
by the bprospector who claims
credit for same, without the com-
pany having properly rewarded
the prospector, to ensure that the
sald company developing the de-
posit shall be required to equit-
ably compensate the discoverer?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

8}

Assay resuits dated the 17th
November, 1970, were shown to
the Geologleal Survey Branch of
the Mines Department by Mr J. P.
Turcaud in May, 1972. The results,
although analogous, were not en-
couraging and samples were not
assayed for gold.
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(2) Prior to 1960 this may have been
true but since then most large
deposiis have heen found by com-

pany exploration teams.
No.

I understand that Newmont Pty.
Litd. has made an offer without
prejudice to Mr Turcaud in regard
to the Paterson Range prospect.

I am informed that Day Dawn
Minerals who are reported to have
prospected In the Paterson Range
area ihdependent of J. P. Turcaud
passed thelr information on to
Newmont,

The matter of prober recognition
by the company is a domestic
issue between it and Turcaud.

The Government has not sup-
ported elther party in this issue.

No tangible form of assistance has
heen extended to the company
other than the granting of normal
mining tenements and temporary
reserves.

No.

I might add that if the honourable
member has any further inguirles
he may as well consult the mem-
ber for Clontarf who spent as
much time on this matter as I
have done.

3)
4)

(5)

(6)

7

(8)

9)

POULTRY FARMING
Egg Producers: Reduction

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How many egg producers were in
the industry in each of the fol-
lowing years—January 1972, Janu-
ary 1973, January 1974, January
19757

If there is a reduction in the
number of producers in recent
times does he agree that people
have been forced out of the in-
dustry?

To what causes does he attribute

the loss of these people from the
industry?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1} The total number of people liable
to pay the hen levy under the
Commonwealth Poultry Industry
Levy Collection Act 1965-66 for
the years in question is as fol-
lows—

January 6, 1972-—-545.

January 4, 1573-—468,

January 3, 1974-——399.

January 2, 1875—350.
1 would not agree that producers

have been forced to leave the
industry.

2)

L&)

(2)

6.

(3) Many causes could be listed in-
cluding a deslre to retire, health
reasons, urbanisation, old farms
requiring modernisation, and the
incentive to take advantage of the
monetary value of the license.

The trend towards fewer and
lalrdger farms in Australia i1s world
wide.

POULTRY FARMING
Hen Licenses
Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1> What is the number of birds
necessary to produce the State's
egg needs at {his time?

What Is the number of birds pres-
ently licensed?

Is there an excess number of
birds necessary for the State’s
needs; if so, what is this number?
McPHARLIN replled:

(1) Approximately 957 000.

(2) 1083 000.

(3) Yes, 126 000.

)

3)

Mr

POULTRY FARMING
Unit Viability

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agricylture;

(1) What number of birds does he
consider would be necessary in
order to make an egg farm a
viable proposition?

Will he give consideration to an
immediate cut 11 the numbers of
licensed birds and will he also en-
sure that this cut is made on a
graduated scale as distinet from
an across the board cut in order
to ensure that the small producers
are not adversely affected?

Mr McPEHARLIN replied:

{1) The viability of a poultry unit can
only be determtined on the basis
of an individual’'s own financial
and personal circumstance.

Currently the cost of egg produc-
tion Is based on a 5000 bird unit.

An immediate cut in the numbers
of licensed birds 1s not possible
under the Marketing of Eggs Act.
Consideration is being glven to a
12 per cent cut across the board
a5 from the 1st July, 1975.

As an improvement in returns to
producers is unlikely without a
reduction in bird numbers, and as
all egg producers, both large and
small stand to gain through the
reduction of bird numbers, the
cut-back will be applled uni-
formly.

(2)

2)
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BLACEWOOD RIVER
Salinity

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Agriculture:

Is he aware that the research
undertaken by Dr N. M. Morrissy
indicates that the salinity in the
Blackwood River has increased to
a remarkable and dangerous de-
gree?

What action does he intend to
take with respect to this devel-
opment?

What implications does the re-
search finding have on the con-
tinued clearing of land for agri-
cultural purposes and on any
Government position to release
more land for agriculture?

McPHARLIN replied:

to (3) No results of research
undertaken by Dr Morrissy draw
this conclusion., The only article
by Dr Morrissy sighted, lists
figures from two sample dates
during a summer and these indi-
cate as expected an Increase In
salinity during the summer. How-
ever the Increase in selinity of the
Blackwood River since the be-
ginning of the century fs well
known and has been documented
by Mr G. H. Burvill.

I am unaware of any maoves to
allenate more land in the catch-
ment of the Blackwood River.

HEALTH

Chemicals in Foodstuffs: Effect on

Mr

Children

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

1)

2}

{3

Is the Minister aware that re-
search in the United States into
the incidence of chemicals in food
and soft drink products indicates
that such substances may dis-
tort a child’s matural develop-
ment?

What action is the Government
taking, pending the conclusion of
the research?

What action does the Govern-
ment intend to take to protect
Western Australian children from
such dangers?

Mr RIDGE replied:

1)
Q)

&3

No.

The additives to food are strictly
controlled.

The nature of these additives ia
undetr constant review by Govern-
ment.

10.

Mr
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HEALTH

Venereal Disease: School
Instruction

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1

2)

3

(4)

Mr
(D
(2)

3)

(4}

11,

Is it a fact that instruction is
being afforded to young people in
schools and In youth clubs as to
the dangers of venereal disease?
If “Yes” how many such young
people received this instruction
during the years 1972, 1973, 19747
How many students s it ex-
pected will receive this instruc-
tion during 1975%

What are the numbers of cases
of venereal disease reported in
Western Australia for each of the
years 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974
and so far in 19757

RIDGE replied:

Yes.

Not accurately known but be-
tween 10000 and 15000 per an-
num.

Unknown. This depends on re-
quests and officers avallable.
The council is developing special-
ised audio-visual materials for
use by schools.

1970—1 328.

1971—1 493.

1972—1 728.

1973—1 952.

1974—2 475.

1975—Not avallable.

TRADE

International Markets: Government

Mr
1

@

Interference
A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:

Was he correctly reported in Jan-
uary as having said in Washing-
ton that Government interfer-
ence in international markets is a
danger to world development?

If “Yes"—

(a) does this mean that he is a
free trader and does not he-
lteve in tariffs;

does he believe in import
quotas, and If not, how would
he protect the jobs of Aus-
tralian employees threat-
ented by a flood of cheap im-
ports, and how would he con-
trol the balance of our over-
seas reserves;

what other forms of Govern-
ment interference in inter-
national markets would he
:cil:gcabe should be dispensed

(b}

(c)

dnes his phllosophy apply to
Government interference In
market forces within an
economy, and iU so, what
interference would he pro-
seribe?

(d)
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) I am not prepared to com-
ment on & matter of this
importance out of context.
The whole question of Gov-
ernment  interference, as
such, in international trade
—as distinct from the proper
and desirable role of QGovern-
ments to encourage and fact-
litate trade on sound lines—
is hardly one to be dealt with
in the answer to a routine
question.

In any case, Standing Orders
would not permit the length of
ANSWEr Necessary.

The Speaker ruled that the sec-
ond part of this question was on a
matier of policy too large to de
dealt with within the limits of
an answer lo a question and
therefore was not admissible,

TEACHERS
Increase in Number

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister
{fpresenting the Minister for Educa-
on:
{1) Was the Minister correcily re-
ported in The West Australian of
16th Janusry when indicating
that the number of teachers in
State primary and secondary
schools will increase by more than
1 000 this year?
How much of this Increase is due
o Australian Government money
geing made avallable for educa-
on?

GRAYDEN replied:
Yes.

The Commonwealth Govern-
ment has returned Australian
taxpayers' money to the State for
this purpose. However, the com-
ponent of the Schools Commis-
sion grant allocated for salaries
is the equivalent of approximately
600 teacher salaries; ie., some
60 per cent of the additional
teachers employed.

WATER SUPPLIES

Kent River Calchment Area
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) As he has described the EKent
River catchment as of long term
importance, what 1s being done
to ensure that the catchment is
not cleared for farming or any
other uses?
‘What percentage of the catch-
ment is cleared?
What percentage of the catch-
ment area is Crown land, alien-
ated or otherwise utillsed or re-
served for particular purposes?

(2>

Mr
1
2)

2
3>

14.

15.

Mr OConnor (for Mr O’NEIL) re-
plied:

(1) Alienation of Crown land on the
Eent River catchment area above
what is considered the lowest
practicable damsite is no longer
permitted.

In the order of 50 per cent.

The calculation of these percent-
ages requires considerable work
and the actual values are not
available at this time.

WATER SUPPLIES
Available Known Sources

Mr A. R. TONEKIN, to the Minister

for Water Supplies:
In his answer to question 19 of
15th August, 1974, he referred to
“increased regulation of existing
resources” as an answer to the
question asking for details of the
known sources of water which
will be available to the metropo-
litan aresa in the next two decades.
What will be the nature of the
increased regulation that is likely
to occur?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr O’NEIL) re-
plied:

Increased regulation of existing

resources could be achieved In

the following ways—

(1) By providing additional stor-
age on selected streams;

(2) By more reflned operating
techniques applied to exist-
ing and future water stor-
ages.

2)
(&)

WATER SUPPLIES

Damming of Brooks and Murray
River

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:

(1) What evidence is there to chow
that the Rockman River, Wooro-
loo Brook, Jane Brook, Goora-
long Brook, Cooralong Brook and
the Murray River are sources of
potable water which seems to be
the assumption underlining the
answer to question 31 of 28th
August, 19747

How much water would be avail-
able from each of the above
sources?

What would be the effect on
downstream areas If dams or
reservoirs were to be constructed
across the above streams?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr O'NEIL) re-

plied:

(1) Flow mesasurements and water
quality tests have been made on
the streams referred to for a
number of years and are con-
tinuing. While it is -recognised

2

@
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that there may be varying de-
grees of salinity, turbidity and
colour, water treatment of an ap-
propriate type would enable use
of these sources for public water
supplies,

This has not been determined;
it will depend upon the type of
development adopted for each
particular source, e.g., pipehead
or storage dam.

Current studies have not reached
& point where thizs effect can be
predicted meaningfully; gener-
ally, the downstream annual
stream flow would be diminished
whereas the tendency for down-
stream fooding would also he re-
duced.

ENVIRONMENTAL
FPROTECTION

Petrol: Lead Additives

A. R. TONEIN, to the Minister
Conservation and Environment:

What action has been decided
upon as a consequence of the
discussions on lead in petrol by
the Australian Environment
Council on 30th November, 19737

What meetings of the councll
have heen held since the meeting
referred to in (1) and what sub-
jects were discussed at any such
meeting or meetings?

STEPHENS replied:

Since the meeting of the Austra-
lian Environment Council on the
30th November, 1973, the matter
of lead In petrol has been exten-
sively discussed by the Austra-
lian Environment Council Stand-
ing Committee,

Steps have already been taken In
that a seminar on lead in petrol
attended by representatives of the
Standing Committee was held in
Sydney on the §ik and 7th Nov-
ember, 197¢, New South Wales
has already designed regulations
relating to lead in petrol and
these have heen circulated to
Standing Committee members.
At the most recent meeting of
the Australian Environment
Council in Adelaide on the Tth
February, 1975, it was resolved
that the Standing Committee
should prepare a synthesis of ex-
isting information for considera~
tion by council.

One meeting of the Australian
Environment Council has been
held since the meeting referred
to in (1). The many subjects
discussed at this meeting are con-
tained in the agenda, a copy of
which I table for the informa-
tion of Members. A point which
may be of interest to Members is

117,
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that the next meeting of the Aus-
tralian Environment Council is
scheduled to be held in Perth on
the 8th August, 1975.

The agende was tabled (see paper

No.

82).

LEEDERVILLE TECHNICAL

Mr

COLLEGE

Plastering Classes
A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister

:lepresentlng the Minister for Educa-
on;

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

&)

L)

&p]
(8)
(9}

(10}

11

(12)

13)

(14)

How many students are taught at
the one time in the plastering
section of Leederville Technical
College in—

(a) solid plastering practical;
(b) fibrous plastering practical;
(c) theoretical?

Are plastering apprentices taught
at the same time as architectural
drafting students?

What space 1Is available per
student in the practical plaster-
ing sections at the time of maxi-
mum utilisation?

Can afternoon practical students
work in the same area as that
used by morning practical stu-
dents or is the background still
wet?

What other students use the facl-
lities in addition to those refer-
red to above?

Is there sufficlent space avalle
able for the various purposes in
the plastering section?

Who built the plastering section?
‘When was it bullt?

What does the Government in-
tend to do to remedy the situa-
tion?

What other plastering schools are
}{1 ?exlstence in Western Austra-
a

Is practical experience afforded
to plastering apprentices by send-
ing them out on actual jobs?
Have the bricklaying classes en-
croached on the original plaster-
ing area, and if so, to what
extent?

%-Iow much has heen provided
y—

(a) the Ausiralian;

(b) the Western Australian
Governments for—

(i) capital expenditure;

(i1) recurrent expenditure,

in each of the past flve financial
years?

How much has been spent from
those sources on the—

(a) bricklaying sectlon:

(b} the plastering section;

(¢) the plumbing section?
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(15) Have consultations regarding the
conditions at the school been held
with the Master Plasterers Asso-
ciation of Western Australla or
with the Operative Plasterers and
Plasterworkers Federation (W.A.
Branch) (284022)°?

If so, on what occasion did these
meetings take place?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1> (a) to (c) There are in fact three
teaching sareas, soitd plastering,
fibrous plastering and theory.
Student groups can be in all
three sections simultaneously but
the maximum in any one section
is 15.

Yes.

It is impossible to assess a figure
for space per student. It de-
pends on the nature of the work
being undertaken, the equipment
being used and the materials re-
quired.

The work is rostered in an endea-
vour to gain the best utilisation
of the area.

Draughting, night classes for
floor and wall tiling, country ap-
prentices, Quantities I, Trade Cal-
culations.

It would be an advantage to have
additional space.

Public Works Department.

In 1949 with additions in 1967,
The accommadation situation will
bhe considered in the development
of technical education teaching
facilities.

None.

Technical tralning is designed to
complement the extensive practi-
cal training gained in industry.

Brickwork which intrudes into
this area is used by the plaster-
ing apprentices.

It is not possible to supply this
information as it is not clear as
to the division of education or the
area involved.

Expenditure in these sections has
occurred at the same time as
other works in the college. Item-
ised expenditure to different sec-
tlons of a major work is not
assessed,

Yes,

The advisery committee has been

active in its discusslons.

INTERSTATE CORPORATE

AFPFAIRS COMMISSION
Esilablishment

Mr HARTREY, to the Premier:

(1) What is the Interstate Corporate
Aflairs Commisston?

16)

)
3)

€3]

(5)

@

D
¢:)]
8}

(10)
a1

a2

a3

(14}

am
(16)

19,

(2) (8) How;

(b) when;

(¢) where, and

(d) for what purpose,

was the said commission created?
What is the agreement with the
States of New South Wales, Vic-
torla and Queensland which, ac-
cording to the Governor's Speech,
our State Government proposes to
join and adopt by legislation?

CHARLES COURT replied:

The Interstate Corporate Affairs
Commission was constituted by
the Interstate Corporate Affairs
Agreement. The Ministerial Coun-~
cil (which is provided for in
clause 3 of that agreement) ap-
pointed six persons as members
of the Interstate Corporate Af-
fairs Commission on the 15th
March, 1974. Three of these per-
sons are each responsible under
the Attorneys-General for the
States of Victoria, New South
Wasales and Queensland for the
administration of the law relat-
ing to companles In each of these
States—the non-Government
members of the commission rep-
resent the commercial and pro-
fessional flelds.
(a) Refer to (1).
{(b) The agreement was entered
into on the 18th February,
1974, and the appointment
of members of the Commis-
slon was made on the 15th
March, 1974.
The Secretariat of the In-
terstate Corporate Affairs
Commission 1is located in
Sydney.
Subject to the direction and
control of the Ministerial
Council—to secure uniformity
in administration and recip-
rocal arrangements within
the participating States with
respect to certain Compan-
fes Act and Securitles Indus-
try Act matters.
(3) A copy of the agreement is sub-
mitted for tabling.
The agreement was tabled (see paper
No. 83},

3

Sir
(1)

(2)

()

(d)

HOUSING

Northam, York and Beverley

Mr MCcIVER, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Is it the intention of the com-
mission to construct any homes
in Northam, York or Beverley this
financial year?

(2 It “Yes” would he advise how
many will be two or three bed-
roomed and where will they be
situated in the respective towns?
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Would the commission have re-
gard for further pensioner ace
commogation and incjude pen-
sioner units in its programme?
When is it contemplated the
houses being constructed in Tood-
yay Road and Huit Street,
Northam (Government Employ-
ees' Housing Authority) will be
completed, and to whom will the
houses be allocated?

Mr O’Connor (for Mr O’NEIL} re-
plied:
(1) For the financial year 1974-75

2)
&)

4

Mr

and subject to the avallability of

serviced land and discussion with

the local authority it is the com-

mission’s intention to build 4

units of pensioner accommoda-

tion; 8 three-bedroom dwellings
under the Aboriginal Housing

Scheme at Northam; 2 three-

bedroom dwellings at York; and

2 three-bedroom dwellings under

the Aboriginal Housing Scheme

at Beverley.

Answered by (1).

(a) There are presently 4 pen-
sioner applicants for Nor-
tham. These applicants could
be accommodated on comple-
tion of the above programme.

(h) 2 pensioner applicants are
seeking assistance in York
and these will be considered
during the preparation of the
1975-76 bullding programme.

{¢) There are no applications for
pensioner accommodation at
Beverley.

The contractor is experiencing

difficulties and action is being

taken to expedite the completion
of the dwellings which is beyond
contract time.

The questlon of allocation of the

dwellings should be referred to

the Government Employees’

Housing Authority.

RAILWAYS
Goomaliing Stock Yards
CRANE, to the Minister for

Transport:

In view of the request by the Goo-

malling Shire Council and the

Member for Mcore to the West-

ern Austraiian Government Rail-

ways not to demolish the stock-

vards at Goomalling, would he

please advise-—

(1) Have the stockyards bDeen
demolished?

(2) If “Yes"” when was this work
done?

(3) When was the decision made
to sell the stockyards?

(4) Why was this decislon made
to sell them when the shire
had objected to thelr demoli-

tion after belng asked by the
WAGR if there were any ob-
jections to the demolition?

(5) Is it WAGR policy to ask local
government if it objects, and
then to carry on regardless
of objection to the removal
of stockyards and ramps as s
happening in the Moore elec-
torate at other rallway sid-
ings?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) The outside crush has been
demolished but the main
yards are still intact,

{2) Work commenced on the 12th
March, 1974.

(3) The decision to demolish the
Goomalling stockyards was
made on the 31st October,
1974,

4) It is the Raliways Depart-
ment's practice to advise local
shires and other interested
parties of 1ts intention f{o
remove Iacllities considered
to be redundant. If objec-
tions are raised and con-
sidered wvalid, the proposed
action may be deferred and
reviewed at a later date.

In the case of Goomalling, the
department advised the shire
that because of limited use
being made of the existing
vards they would be demol-
ished and a portable stock
race made available. The
shire requested the depart-
ment to leave the yards in
situ because they considered
them to be in a serviceable
condition. The department
did not accept this as a rea-
son for retaining the yards
because maintenance would
still be required to keep them
in good condition and the
limited traffic could be ade-
quately handled with a port-
able race.

(5) No. Objections received are
considereg on their merits,

21. KALGOORLIE CEMETERY BOARD
Application for Grant

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Premier:

(1) Did he recelve a letter from me
dated 16th January, 1975 seek-
ing a financial grant on behaif of
the EKalgoorlle Cemetery Board?

(2) I “Yes" when may I expect a
reply or at least an acknowledg-
ment of same?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Yes,
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A decision has been taken on the

board's submission which wiil be
communicated to the Honourable
Member shortly.

EDUCATION

Karmel Funds, and School Building

Mr

Programmes
BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

1

2)

(3)

Will the Minister confilrm that
Western Australia recelved grants
totalling $12.7 million and $2.8
million respectively for general
building programmes and library-
resource centres from the Austra-
lian Government through XKarmel
programmes for the years 1974
and 1975?

Is the money allocated for gen-
eral bullding programmes for use
in constructing new buildings or
ggtgﬁading existing bulldings, or

2

Will the Minister list the metro-
politan primary scheols which
have been approved for upgrading
or rebuilding works during 1974
and 19757

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(9}

(2)

Q)

The Karmel Report referred to
general building programmes and
specific huilding programmes. The
general building programmes total
58510000 and, as such, do not
include speclal education or dis-
advantaged schools. The figure of
$12.7 million quoted in the ques-
tion can only be reconciledq if
bulldings other than general are

included. The figure for the
library-resource centres is
$2 720 000.

The provisions of the Karmel
Report and the resulting legisla-~
tion are speecific in regard to
replacement and upgrading. In
many cases it may be nhecessary
to erect a new building to replace
an old structure but the Education
Department cannot use its allo-
cations to build new schools.

The bullding programme re-
quested is contained in the report
of the Schools Commission “Pro-
gress Report on General Building
Programme’” a copy of which is
tabled.

The report was tabled (see paper No. 84).

23.

Mr

SCHOOLS
Library-resource Centres
BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

)

Which metropolitan primary
schools have recelved or have been
approved to recelve library-
resource centres in 1974 and
19752

2

3)

4)

(5)

Does the Education Department
apply a “needs criteria” in estah-
lishing priorities for such library-
resource centres; if so, will the
Minister indicate the basic factors
considered in establishing “need”?

If €2) 1s “No” on what basis are
schools selected to receive library-
resource centres?

What criteria are employed to
determine a school's priority for
rebuilding or upgrading works
programmes?

What section of the Education
Department is respensible for

establishing the priority list for
such programmes?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(L

Ashfileld
Attadale
Bassendean
Beckenham
Calista

Carlisle
Churchlands
Coolbellup
Deanmore

East Fremantle
East Hamilton Hill
Forrestfield
Gosnells
Glendale
Graylands
Greenwood
Guildford
Hampton

Hilton
Kalamunda
Kapinara
Earrinyup
Kensington
Lesmurdie
Maddington
Medina

Midland

Millen

Mt. Helena
Nollamara
North Ealga
North Beach
North Inglewood
North Innaloo
North Lake '
North Perth J.P,
Riverton
Rossmoyne
Safety Bay
Sorrento

South Coogee
South Terrace
Thornlie
Westfield
Westminster JP.
West Morley
‘Whiteside
Wilson
Winterfold
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(2) In the majority of instances, the

L))
4

(5)

Mr

criterla determining fund alloca-
tion for library-resource centres
are the size of the enrolments and
also the availability of existing
facilitles. In the case of cluster
schools, the resource centre Is
added with the third -cluster
block.

See answer to (2).

The type and extent of the facili-
ties available, in relation to the
enrolments, both current ang
projected and also the finance
available,

Divisional prioritles are collated
and the final responsibility is
that of the director-general.

TRANBY SCHOOL
Classrooms
BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

1)

2)

(&}

4) If (3) is

Is the Minister aware that at
Tranby primary school in River-
vale—

(a) “temporary” prefabs have been
used to accommodate classes
for 23 years and that nine
such prefabs are still in use;

50% of the school's enrvol-
ment is currently sceommo-
dated in the temporary pre-
fabs;

prior to 1972 for a period of
20 years the entire school
enrolment was accommodated
in temporary prefabricated
classrooms?

)]

(c)

Has Tranby school been con-
sidered for a rebuilding pro-
gramme?

If (2) is “Yes” will the Minister
indicate when this deplorable pre-
fab accommodation will be re-
placed?

“"No” will the Minister
assure the House that Immediate
consideration will be glven to this
matter?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

ey
2
(32

(4}

ao)

{(a) to (¢) Yes.
Yes.

Replacement will depend on the
aveilability of loan funds and
the programmes to be introduced
by the Schools Commission in the
new triennium.

Not applicable.

25.
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DISADVANTAGED SCHOOLS

Mr

List
BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

(1)

(2)

)

Mr
(1)

Will the Minister provide the
names of Western Australian
schools in—

(a) the metropolitan area;

(b} country districts,

which have been classified as dis-
advantaged schools?

For what perlod of tlme is this
classification expected to last?

When will consideration be given
to extending the list of disad~
vantaged schools?

GRAYDEN replied:

{a) Metropolitan—
Beaconsfield
South Terrace
White Gum Valley
South Fremantle SH.S.
Winterfold
Hamilton Hill
North Fremantle
East Fremantle
Willagee
Koocrilla
Hilton
Hamilton SH.S.
Bellevue
Midland
Midvale
Middle Swan
North Perth J.P.
North Perth
Highgate
Newcastle St. J.P.
Qshorne Park
Queens Park

Country—

Onslow

Boulder

Boulder J.F.

Useless Loop
Camballin

Wilson Park, Collie
Derby D.H.5.
Roebourne

Wyndham D.H.S.
Broome D.H.S.
Norseman D.H.S,
East Carnarvon
Carnarvon
Carnarvon H.S.
Rangeway, Geraldton
Beachlands, Geraldton
Carey Park, Bunbury
Yalgoo

Shark Bay

Leonora

Marble Bar

Cue

Meekatharra D.H.S.
Mullewa D.H.S. ,

)
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Coolgardie
Zanthus
Rawlinna
Coonanga
Menzies
Read

For the currency of the States
Grants (Schools) Act 1973--that
is, until December, 1975.

This will depend on the disad-
vantaged programme heing con-
tinued by the Commonwealth
Government beyond December,
1975.

PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES

Liberal Party Policy
T, D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(0}

2)

@)

4

(5)

Having regard to the prior elec-
tion announced Idheral Party
education policy “In primary
schools—We will lower the admis-
sion age to the year in which the
child turns five,” does his refer-
ence in the printed version of his
statementi made in the Legislative
Council on 18th March, 1975 con-
cerning pre-primary and pre-
school centres, {o the *“Depart-
ment’s pre-primary centre pilot
scheme” mean to indicate that—
(a) the initiative for establishing
pre-primary centres was
taken by the Education
Department and not by the
Government; and

does the Government intend
to carry out its sald promise
without the qualification of
that policy in the pre-primary
centre scheme?

If either (a) or (b) 1s “No” why
did he refer to the pre-primary
centre scheme being that of the
department rather than that of
the Government?

Have any funds made avallable
by the Australlan Government
8chools Commission been spent
or committed on or to the pre-
primary centre scheme?

Would he please explain why on
page 5 of the printed version of
his statement he said that “If the
current pre-primary centre pro-
gramme were dropped none of the
funds allocated to 1t could be
spent on other education pro-
jects?

Referring to The West Australian
newspaper report of his statement
(19th March, 1975) it is reported
that he sald that the interim
committee of the Children's Com-
misslon had endorsed the State

(W

27.

(6}

7)

Mr
1)

(&}

4)

5
()]

Mr
1

2y
3)

Government’s pre-primary pro-
gramme to the extent of about
$900 000, Does he confirm this
amount?

Was the Pre-School Board con-
sulted re the Government seeking
a large sum of money from the
above committee to have com-
mitted to the pre-primary centre
programme (as distinct from
pre-school centres)?

If not, why not?

GRAYDEN replied:

and (2) The reference to the
“department’s pre-primary centre
pilot scheme” arises from the
normal and desirable relationship
between a Minister and the officers
of the department within his
portfolio. The Minister for Edu-
cation actively associates himself
with implementation of Govern-
ment policies by his department
and in no way considers that the
initiative for establishing pre-
primary centres was taken by the
officers of the Education Depart-
ment.

Schools Commission funds have
not been spent on pre-primary
centres.

A special Treasury allocation was
made for this specific purpose and,
as such, it could not be used on
other educational projects.

Yes.

and (7) Invitations were issued
by the Intertm Committee of the
Children’s Commission, It was
not necessary for any one appli-
cant to discuss thelr plans with
other groups.

TRAINEE TEACHERS
Allwances

T. D. EVANS, to the Treasurer:

Has Cabinet discussed the matter
of a realistic inerease in student
allowances for trainee teachers?
If s0, on what date or dates?
Having regard to the fact that
submissions from student bodles
seeking such an Increase were
received by the Government in
August 1974, why has he, as
Treasurer, apparently taken an
inordinate period of time to make
a decision?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1)

to (3) This matter has received
full consideration, but as teacher
trainees now have the cholce of
unbonded tertiary allowances or
Education Department schoiar-
ships under the bonding system,
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it is Important that some com-
parahbility in allowance should be
established.

The Commonwealth Government
has established a committee fo
consider and advise on the nature
and level of iertiary allowances.
It is therefore advisable that the
State Government should be
aware of the outcome of these
investigations before proceeding
with a review of its own payments.

28. PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION BOARD

Mr

Suggestions by Minister
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1

(2)
3

1)

In the light of the disquiet exist-
ing in pre-school circles and high-
lighted by recent newspaper pub-
licity and the Minister's own
statement given in the Legislative
Council on 18th March, 1975, will
the Minister clearly staie specl-
fically the “suggestions” he put
before members of the Pre-School
Board for consideration and in
respect of which the Duaily News
reported on 19th March, 1975 that
members of the “Pre-School
Board slt tight"?

If not, why not?

When the Minister is in receipt
of a number of recommendations
reported to have been made by
the Pre-School Board at its meet-
ing on 18th March, 1975, will he
table these please (bearlng in
mind that it 1s reported the board
is desirous of having the Minis-
ter make these recommendations
public) ?

GRAYDEN replied:

and (2) A meeting was arranged
to discuss matters which the hoard
had raised in general correspond-
ence. Arising out of these dis-
cussions further thought was
given to such matters as—

(a) The possible future of the
board.

(b The development of pre-
primary education.

(¢) The extension of the board’s
responsibilities In regarqa to
the policies which have been
formulated by the Children's
Commission,

The word ‘“suggestion” was used

purely &s an indication of general

discussion as opposed to any firm
proposals.

The Minister considers this to be

a proper course of action., The

3
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alternative of open publicity with-
out reference to the board would
have been most discourteous to
the board members.

The Minister has no doubt that
the recommendation will be made
public,

WATER SUPPLIES

Carnarvon and Gascoyne Groundwaler

Mr

Scheme
LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Water Bupplies:

1)

1t

Following my question of 2nd
October last year when the Min-
ister replied that he had had no
Indication from the Federal Gov-
ernment regarding the provision
of funds for the Carnarvon and
Gascoyne groundwater scheme as
promised in the Queen's Speech
when opening the Federal Parlia-
ment on 28th February, 1974, can
he now advise if this position has
changed?

If (1) 1Is still “No"” can he advise
if there is any reason from the
point of vlew of the State Gov-
ernment as to why these funds
are not forthcoming from the
Federal Qovernment?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:
{1} The position has not changed,

2)
20.

No.

ABATTOIRS

Meat Inspection Charges: Differentiations

Mr

H. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

L

2)

(3)

@

1)

4}

Were alterations in the realm of
meat inspection fees in abattolrs
published in the Government
Gazette of 13th December, 19747
If so, does there exist a differen-
tial in charges between one zone
and another?

If (2) is “Yes"” what 1s the reason
for such differentiations and what
is the level of difference in each
case?

Is he aware that some butchers
who have to pay higher charges
at a partlcular sbattoir are being
disadvantaged in competition with
butchers who are able to deal with
abattoirs where fees are less, and
does he propose to take any action
to rectify this situation?

RIDGE replied:

to (3) See the report tabled in
reply io question 46 asked by the
Member for Mundaring on the
19th March, 1975,

Reports have been received that
there are a few anomalles and
these are being investigated with
8 view to adjustment.
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MILK LICENSES
Albany-Denmark

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(D

(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

Mr
(1)
(2)

3

4)

5}

How many licensed market milk
dairymen in the Albany/Denmark
district hold market milk licenses?
Of these, how many have heen
penalised this year for producing
sub-standard milk?

What levels of penalty have been
prlaced on each producer?

Was warning given to these pro-
ducers in each case prior to the
imposition of penalty, and if so,
what length of time was allowed to
rectify the position?

What advisory service to assist in
uperading milk produced has been
made available to these producers?

McPHARLIN replied:
20.

This information is not available
to me as the application of the
Dairy Indusiry Authority’s differ-
entlal payment scheme is not
directly carried out by the auth-
arity.

Note comments In (2} above.

The details of the penalties under
the scheme are that any market
milk supplied testing 8.40 per cent
to 8.49 per cent SNF receives
baslc market milk price less 5¢/
gallon, that testing 8.30 per cent
to 839 per cent SNF receives
basic market milk price less 10
cents/gallon and that testing
below 8.30 per cent SNF s paid
for at manufacturing milk prices.

All dairymen licensed to produce
market milk were circularised
with the above detalls of the
scheme in June 1974, Since then
each dairyman has been given the
results of his milk quality test
after each elght days testing per-
fod by the factory recelving the
milk. He would be able to deter-
mine the trend in his milk com-
position and foresee danger of
producing milk in the penalty
range.

There are departmental officers at
Albany and at Denmark who are
available on request to assist any
producer to upgrade his milk.

WOOD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
Pemberton Water Supply: Effect

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minlster for
Conservation and Environment:

1)

Is there any danger of waste and
wood sap from the propocsed wood
chip plant currently belng con-
structed at Diamond Tree finding

33.

2)

&)

Mr
1)

2
(3>

its way into the Lefroy Brook
from which the town of Pember-
ton draws its water supply?

Has the Department of Environ-
mental Protection carried out an
investigation of the probability
of contamination from the source
referred to above, and if so0, what
were the results of the inquiries?
What measires has the company
concerned taken to prevent pollu-
tion of this water course through
any activities of the company from
occurring?

STEPHENS replied:

Studies by Forests Department
indicate no danger from this
source.

No,

A settling dam is belng installed
for the purification of process
water which will only be used for
washing logs. Water will flow from
this dam into a holding dam from
which it will be recycled for log
washing. The process will be con-
trolled under the provisions of
the Wood Chipping Agreement Act
of 1969 and 1973 and under the
terms of the chip milling site
lease which expressly prohibits
the discharge or overflow of water
containing contaminents in sus-
pension or solution into the
natural watercourse adjacent to
the site.

DAIRY INDUSTRY AUTHORITY

Mr

Producer Representative
H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

{2}

3)

)

1)

On what date was the name of
the new producer representative to
the dalry authority announced?
Was a poll held by the Farmers'
Union to defermine who this
organisation would recommend to
fulfil this position?

If “Yes” to (2)—

(a) who were the candidates in
the poll;

(b) what number of votes did
each candidate gain;

(c¢) did any of the candidates hold
a market milk license, and if
s0, which ones?

Will he list the exlsting members

of the dairy authority and the

section of the dairy industry which
each represents?

McPHARLIN replied:

The announcement that Mr B. J.
Oates was appointed to the Dairy
Industry Authority was made in
the daily Press of the 20th Feb-
ruary, 1975.
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(2) Yes.

(3) (a) B. J. Qates, I. Clune, E. G.
Noakes.

(b} This information 1s confiden-
tial to the Farmers’ Union of
W.A.

(c) B. J. Oates, I. Clune.

A. A. Mills, Chairman—represent-

ing consumers of milk and dalry

produce,

R. W. 8kidmore, B. J. Qates, M.

Bell, T. W. Noakes—nominees of

the Farmers’ Union of W.A.

E. F. Ptolomey, W. L. Simm—

nominees of The Butter and

Cheese Manufacturers’ Associa-

tion, The Milk Treatment Plants

Assoclation and the W.A. Cham-

ber of Manufactures (Inec.).

T. A. Morris—representing the

Department of Agriculture.

(4)

WATER SUPPLIES
Port Hedland: Rates

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What is the currenf rate charged
for domestic water supply to con-
sumers at Port Hedland per kila-
litre?

What is the rate per kilolitre to
industrial econcerns including the
mining companies at Port Hed-
land?

What rate per kilolitre is charped
to shipping taking on water at
Part Hedland?

Is there any proposal to increase
these rates at the present time?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr ONEIL)
replied:

(1) Domestic

Pirst 683 kilolitres @ 7 ¢ per kilo-
litre,

Next 227 kilolitres @ 1l1llc per
kilolitre.

Next 455 kilolitres @ 22¢ per
kilolitre.

Over 1365 kilolitres @ 44¢ per
kilolitre.

Industrial

First 909 kilolitres @ 1lle¢ per
kilolitre.

Next 8183 kilollires @ 22¢ per
kilolitre.

Next 81 830 kilclitres @ 11c¢ per
kilolitre.

Next 50 922 kllolitres @ 13.2 ¢ per
kilolitre.

Next 90 922 kilolitres @ 15.4 ¢ per
kilolitre.

Next 90 922 kilolitres @ 17.6 ¢ per
kilolitre.

Next 90922 kilolitres @ 19.8 ¢ per
kilolitre,

)

(3}

(4}

(2)

35.

36.
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Over 454 610 kilolitres @ 22 ¢ per
kilolitre.

Mining

All water consumed @ 22¢ per
kilolitre.

Goldsworthy and Mount Newman
Companies pay actual costs aris-
ing from preoducing and delivering
water to the point of draw.
Shipping

All water consumed af 154 ¢ per
kilolitre.

{4) No.

(3)

SCHOOL BUILDING
PROGRAMMES

Replacements

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
As a result of the funds being
made available by the Federal
Government through the Austra-
llan Schools Commission for the
replacement of old school bulld-
ings, would the Minister please
inform me—
(a) how many such buildings
have been replaced since his
Government came to office;

(b) where sare these schools
located;

(¢) what was the cost of replace-
ment;

what buildings does the Gov-
ernment propose to replace
under this scheme during the
balance of 19757

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The details requested are inciuded
in the report of the Schools Com-
mission issued in December, 1974,
and entitled “Progress Report on
General Building Grants Pro-
gramme”. A cepy of thils report
has been tabled in relation to
question 22 for Thursday, the
20th March.

()

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Dodd-Harborne Streets Intersection

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Is 1t Intended to Install traffic
lights at the intersection of Dodd
and Harborne Streets, Wembley,
a dangerous Intersection at which
a fatal aceldent occurred recently?

(2) If “Yes” when?

(3) If “No"” why?

Mr Q'CONNOR replied:

(1) This infersection has not been
included in the 1975-76 pro-
gramme. Available funds Umit the
number of signal installations

which can be provided each year.
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At present there are numerous
other Intersections which have
higher priority for signal conirol
than Harborne Street-Dodd Street.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

CIGARETTES
Ban on Advertising

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

{1) To be consistent with the Austra-
lan Governmenti's polley designed
particularly to give young people
and their parents a fair go in com-
bating the pushers of clgarettes,
will the Government legislate so
as to place a ban on the advertis-
ing of cigarettes in newspapers
and other publications?

(2) If *“Yes"” when?

{3) If “No” why?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) The principal advertising media
are television and radio. Until the
Commonwealth Government stops
advertising cigarette smoking on
television and radio, there is little
effective action the State Govern-
ment can take.

STATE FINANCE
Loans from Private Sources

Mr BERTRAM, {o the Premier:

(1) Has he yet sought permission to
baorrow funds outside of the Loan
Council?

(2) If “No”" will he outline the cir-
cumstances under which he will
consider it opportune to do s0?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Not at this stage.

(2) When the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment permits the State to
exercise its constitutional prero-
gatlve to foster development and
expansion projects.

PINE TIMBER

Price Increase
Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Is it a fact that the price of pine
timber has increased by 60%
since September 1974?

(2) If “Yes” why?

(3) If “No” what is the precise
increase in the price of pine tim-
ber since September 1974?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) For large sawn baulks, “Yes.”
Fl%r sawn boards and case baulks,
[1s o- ¥

40.

41.

(2) The increases were the frst
since February, 1972, despite
three interim requests in the
period February, 1972, to Septem-
ber, 1974. These increases were
based on the pievious unrealis-
tically low price and were neces-
sary to—

(a) cover the unprecedented es-
calation in production costs,
particularly wages, over the
period;
restore former
stumpage rates;

obtain a general level of re-
alignment of prices with com-
parable products -elsewhere
in Australia. Even so, the
prices for baulks are still un-
economic and substantiaily
helow those for comparable
products in South Australla
where production Is highly
mechanised and on a much
larger scale.

56 per cent for sawn boards and
case baulks.

88 per cent for large sawn bhaulks
—this class constituies approxi-
mately 25 per cent of total pro-
duction.

b) parities in

©)

(3)

LIQUOR ACT

Payments under Section 168 (1)

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Justice:
What sums of money have thus
far been paid and when and to
whom pursuant to subsections 168
(1) {(a) and (b) respectively of
the Liquor Act, 19707

Mr MENSAROS replied:

No funds have so far been pro-
vided under these provisions.

POLICE
Rape: Incidence and Charges

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Police:

(1) Since 1st January 1974 how many
cases of rape or attempted rape
have been reported to the police?
During this perlod how many
individual ecases of rape or
attempted rape have been com-
mitted by more than one person
(e.g., pack rape)?

Since January 1974 how many
persons have been apprehended
and charged in connection with—

(a) single cases;
{b) pack rape?

Mr O'CONNOR. replied:
(1) 50.
2) 13.
(3) (a) 28.
(b) 34.

2)

&)
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HYDROELECTRIC
POWER STATION

Darling Range

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

(1) Has the Government's inquiries
into the possibility of establishing
a pump-storage hydro-electricity
station in the Darling Range been
completed?

If no%, when is it envisaged that
the Government will be in & posi-
tion to make an announcement?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The feasibility study and de-
talled engineering investigation
has been completed.

It is not envisaged that an an-
nouncement wotild be made he-
iore a decision to proceed with
the scheme was decided.
Generating plant on order will
meet present system load growth
up to 1982.

Pumped storage would be evalu-
ated with other alternatives when
deciding on generating plant in-
stallations, to meet system re-
quirements after 1982,

(2)

2

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Counitry Towns Assistance Scheme
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

(1) How many towns have been
assisted under the country towns

assistance scheme sihce 4th April,
19747

(2) Will he detall the towns con-
cerned and the date assistance

commenced?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Two.

(2) Ravensthorpe—the 1st May, 1974.
Leonora—the 4th  September,
1974,

OIL CONTRACTS
Finalisation

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel

and Energy:

(1) Has agreement heen reached on
all aspects concerning the new
oll contract?

(2) If so, will he Indicate the date of
settlement and particulars of the
new price?

(3) If not, when will finality be
reached?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The 12th December, 1974,

Base price at Kwinana power
station—$47.30 per long tion.

(3) See above.

45,
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

QOverseas Undertakings: Ministerial
Inspection

Mr MAY, to the Premier:
Wil he detall the companies and
countries where electricity under-
takings were visited by himself
and the Minister for Electricity
during their recent overseas visit?

CHARLES COURT replied:
Members of the Investment and
Technical Mission who recently
visited overseas, either individu-
ally or collectively, met with offi-
cers and/or visited facilities of—
Pacific Gas and Electric Com-
pany of San Francisco.
The Sacramento Municipal
Utility District—California.
The Duquesne Light and Power

Sir

Company of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

Consolidated Edison Company}
New York.

The Central Electrlcity Gener-
ating Board in the UK.
In addition, consulting organisa-
tions which carry out work and
offer consulting services appro-
priate to electricity undertakings,
and which were also visited are—
Bechtel Pacific Cerporation,
California.
Kaiser Engineers, California.
Stanford Research Institute,
California.
FEhbasco Services, New York.
Hudson Institute,
In the USA, the following Federal
agencies, whose activitles impinge
oh the electricity supply industry,
were also contacted—
Energy Resources Development
Administration,
Federal Energy Agency.
The National Science Founda-
tion.
Discussions and inspections of
plant were also made with the
manufacturers of heavy power
equipment in the TUnited States
and the United Kingdom.

STATE FORESTS

Overcutting

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Forests:

With reference to question 5 of
18th March, 1975, how c¢an an
admitted degree of overcutting
not lead to the destruction of cur
hardwood forests?

If overcutting is occurring because
the livelihood of many Dpeople
must not be jeopardised, why is

Mr
for

1)

(2)
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the Government seeking the
migration of more timber workers
whose livelihood will as a result
of such migration be in jeopardy
unless overcutting should occur?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(08

(2

The question reveals a glaring
lack of understanding of forestry
practice. Cutting of s forest does
not lead to destruction. Under
proper management, forests con-
tinue to provide a renewable re-
source and can be cut again and
again. Overcutting refers to a
level of cuiting in excess of the
sustained yield of a forest. Sus-
tained yield management can be
restored by a reduction in the
level of cut. The level of the re-
duction necessary to restore sus-
tained yield management depends
on the level of overcutting and the
length of time it is permitted.

As pointed out in answer to a
previous question on this subiect,
Government policy provides for a
degree of overcutting which is to
be phased out by the closure of
some sawmtills when they reach
the end of their economlc life.
The resuliant loss of production
will be compensated by the avail-
ability of additional supplies from
the exotic softwood forests.

The policy is in conformity with
the provisions of Working Plan
No. 85 approved by the Governor
in Council in February, 1972.

The additional timber workers are
required to fill vacancies existing
at a number of sawmills. Without
the additional workers, the liveli-
hood of the existing labour force
in some mills could be placed in
jeopardy because of an enforced
closure.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Pilot Uranium Plant

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Industrial D=velopment:

(09

)

With reference to question 14 of
18th March, 1975, sub-question

(8) should have read—

(8) Why was the Environmental
Protection Authority’s approv-
al not sought—

will he give the reason for the
EPA's approval not being sought?

What is the Government's poliey
as to how a decision is to be
reached whether the EPA’s per-
mission 1s to be sought or need
not be sought and what criteria
are used In determinlng whether
such approval shall or shall not
be obtained?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The EPA’s approval was not

sought because adequate protec-
tion was assured by the Radio-
logical Advisory Council’s control
by virtue of the Radioactive Sub-
stances Act.
It should be noted that the pllot
uranium plant in question is
small and was established within
Western Mining Corporations’
nickel reflnery site at Kwinana.
The piant produced an approxi-
mate total of only 20 kg of yellow
coke during its entire operation.

(2) Section 51 of the Environmental
Protection Act requires referral to
the EPA of matters which “may
have a detrimental effect on ihe
environment”.

In a case such as this one where
the matter is adequately con-
trolled under other Acts and
regulations it is not normally
referred to the EPA. A similar
situation would exist in relation to
the Clean Air Act and small emis-
sions from an industrial opera-
tion.

However, may I assure the Hon-
ourable Member that this Gov-
ernment's policy is to refer any
case where doubt could exist.

48. HEALTH
PVC Food Wrappers

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1) With reference to question 7 of
18th March, 1975, was the exam-
ination of a single wine cask the
only investigation made by the
State Government in respect of
PVC wrappings?

(2) What other action is to be pur-
sued?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No immediate further action 1is

anticipated. This would duplicate
the very extensive Australian and
overseas work in this field.
The National Health and Medical
Research Council is eollating -
formation from all sources and
departmental officers are closely
involved.

49, This question was posiponed.

50, WATER SUPPLIES
State Forests: Effect of Overculting

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Water Supplies:

(1) Will he table the Water Research
Foundation’s research paper
“Bffects of Exotic Softwood
Afforestation on Water Yield”
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which was published as s result
of research carried out at the
University of New South Wales?
Is it a fact that the overcutting
in our hardwood forests will lead
to the increased salinity and
siltation of our water supplies?

Mr O’Connor (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:

51.
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One copy is held in the Public
Works Department library. This
copy is presently in use and not
available for tabling. The mem-
ber may sight the copy in the Pub-
lic Works Department if he
wishes: otherwise a copy ¢an be
ohtained from the Water Research
Foundation of Australia.

There is no evidence of this hav-
ing occurred in carefully managed
forests but the need to monitor
these operations is recognised.

HEALTH
Arteriosclerosis: Treatment

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

Further to question 15 of Thurs-

day, 17th October, 1974 and

earlier regarding the Dr Moeller

treatment for arteriosclerosis, can

he advise—

(a) what progress has been made
in this direction;

(b) how many patients have 3o
far heen treated:

(¢} if none, when is it anticipated
treatment will commence?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(a) Further progress has been
made in arranging the neces-
sary protectlon of the righis
of patients who may be in-
cluded in the controlled
clinical trial of the meachine
acquired by the Government
from Dr Moeller., It was
agreed that the machine be
placed under the manage-
ment of the peripheral vas-
cular uhit operated by the
visiting vascular surgeons 1o
the Royal Perth and Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospitals,
that use of the machine on
patients would be in accordg-
ance with appropriate re-
quirements governing human
experimentation, including
the protection of the patients
and the satisfactory obtaining
of their consent. The Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital has
now come to an arrangement
with the University of W.A.
whereby the Human Rights
Committee of the university
wil], on behsalf of the hospital,

52.
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review and ensure the pro-
tection of the rights and wel-
fare of patients within the
hospital invelved in c¢linical
trials of this kind, It is
anticipated that the Human
Rights Committee will be able
to give early attention to this
important aspect of the work
to be carried out on the
machine,

{b) None as yet.

(¢) The controlled clinical trial
will be undertaken subsequent
to and in the light of the
advice of the university's
Human Rights Committee,

RAILWAYS

Narrogin-Kondinin and Narrogin-Kulin

53.

Services

Mr P. V. JONES, to the Mlinister for
Transport:

1}

(2)

Mr
(§ 9]

(2)

Mr
1)

2)

3)

Sir
(1
(2)

Is it proposed that there should
be any reduction or amendment
to the number of rail services on
the Narrogin-Kondinin railway?

Is it proposed to reduce or amend
the frequency of WAGR road
freight between Narrogin and
Eulin?

O'CONNCR replied:

No, but the number of services
depend %o o large extent on super-
phosphate and grain haulage.
No.

SCHOOL BUILDING
PROGRAMMES

Policy Change

CARR, to the Premler:

Does he acknowledge that he has
dispensed with the policy intro.
duced under the Tonkin Govern-
ment. by which major school con-
struction projects were proceeded
with prior to the allocation of
loan funds, hence facilltating new
buildings heing ready at the start
of the school year?

Does he acknowledge that this
reversal of policy has been largely
responsible for the abnormally
high number of school buildings
being uncompleted at the start
of this school vear?

Will he revert to the previous
policy so that the same situation
will not occur in 1976°?

CHARLES COURT replied:

No.

No. The policy has not heen re-
versed,
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In faet, the policy which extends
back beyond the Tonkin Govern-
ment, has now been developed to
allow of actual expenditure in-
stead of merely committal prior to
the commencement of the new
financial year.

In view of the comments In (2),
no such action is necessary.

(3}

TRAFFIC

Great Eastern Highway, Greenmount:
Speed Limit

Mr MOQILER, to the Minister for

Police:
With reference to my question 1
of 19th March, 1975 and in par-
ticular part (8) (c)}, would he lst
the speeds at which the slx per-
sons charged were travelling?

Mr O’CONNCR replied:
at 70 km/h
at 72 km/h
at 73 km/h
at 74 km/h
at 80 km/h

Lo R

VENEREAL DISEASE
Health Education Officers

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to aquestion 28 of
Tuesday, 26th November, 1974,
has any increase been made In
the number of health education
officers to deal with the problem
of venereal disease?

(2) If so, what are particulars?
(3) If not, what is the reason?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) FPunds are not available.

POLICE
Patrol Cars: First Aic; Kits

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) Have all police cars been equipped
with first aild kits?

(2) If not, how many are edquipped
and how many are not equipped?

Mr O’CONNOR repiied:
(1) No.

(2) (a) 64.
(b} 513.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTIONS (6): WITHOUT NOTICE
1.

INFLATION
Cost of Living: Increase

Mr HARMAN, to the Premier:

(1) Is he aware that the latest figures
show that the cost of living in
Perth is still rising at almost
double the level for other cities
In Australiga?

Is he aware that the increased
cost of living figure for Perth as
compared with other capital cities
is being fueled by decisions of
his Government? 1 instance as
an example increased electricity
charges.

Does he intend to take any action
to arrest the spiralling cost of
lving in Perth?

As I understand the Premier is
going to the Eastern States next
week, will he undertake to confer
with the Premiers of the other
States sp that they might give
him a clue as to how they are
reducing the cost of lving In-
creases in their own States?

CHARLES COURT replied:

to (4) I did not have any advance
notice of is rather lengthy
question from the honourable
member and I do not think he
could reasonably expect me to
answer each part in detail. How-
ever, I make the following com-
ments: Firstly, it 1s not sufficient
to take Just the movement in
food prices as indicating a move-
ment in the cost of llving; and,
secondly, it is no good taking one
isclated month on its own to
determine the genersl trend. For
instance, if we consider last De-
cember on its own and compare
it with the previous December
we would get a distorted fleure
for the entire cost of living in-
crease in Western Australia. In
polnt of fact, the statistical table
shows that, for the whole of 1974,
Western Australia’s increase was
lower than any other capital in
Australia,

Mr Harman: Where did you get those
figures?

CHARLES COURT: I am giving
the member for Maylands the
official figures supplied by the
Treasury and which I have quoted
previously in answer to & ques-
tion by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion earlier in the week. If the
honourable member questions
those figures, he is quite at liberty
to do so and I am sure the Trea-
sury officers will be only too de-
lighted to give him the working

(2)

3

@

Sir
¢}

8ir
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sheets from which they arrive at
their figures. They have no de-
sire to concoct figures.

The fact is that when we are
talking about the cost of living,
we must look at the total picture
for a year because the reaction
in cost structure is different in all
States at different times of the
year. For instance, the month
in which we move our price aof
power—if it is different from the
month in which it is increased in
another State—will give a dis-
torted picture for that month and
for the quarter. The same ap-
plies with increases in food, water
charges, rents, and so on, I ask
the honourable member not to
jump to conclusions. Of course
we are concerned about the in-
crease in the cost of living.

I remind the honourable member
of the battle this State put up at
the June meeting with the Prime
Minister and other Premiers and
the support we received from
South Australia and other States;
however, we got precisely nowhere
in trying to convince the Com-
monwealth to help us abate the
increases in costs that are under
Government control. Purther-
more, we renewed the effort on
a number of other occasions par-
ticularly during the February
Premiers’ Conference and got
exactly the same rebuff from the
Prime Mihister. So the honour-
able member should look at the
total picture and also search his
conscience in relation to the per-
formance of his colleagues in Can-
berra.

ABORIGINES

Gnowangerup Hospital: Discrimination

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

What action is proposed In regard
to the alleged racial diserimina-
tion at Gnowangerup Hospital as
given in evidence before the House
of Representatives Standing
Committee on Aboriginal Affairs
and reported in today’s issue of
The West Australian?

Mr RIDGE replied:

The Minister for Heealth thanks
the honourable member for notice
of the question and asks me to
inform him that the allegations
referred to will be investigated.

NUCLEAR POWER STATION

Ledge Point

Mr Moiler {(for Mr MAY), to the
Minister for Electricity:

(1> In connectlon with the article

which appeared in The Sunday
Times dated the 26th January,

1875, headed “Ledge Point survey
for nuclear plant” will he advise
1f the Information contained in
the article is correct?

(2) If any of the information Is in-
correct will he indicate the rele-
vant errors?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

1 thank the member for Clontarf
for giving me notice of this ques-
tion, the reply to which is as
follows—

(1) and (2) The hasic facts con-
cerning the State Electricity
Commission are—

The commission has ac-
quired a site for a future
power station in the
Ledge Polnt area. The
site was selected so that a
nuclear station could be
possible,

Appropriate planning
staff in the commission
keeps itself alert to the
future possibility of
nuclear power generation.

ROAD TRANSPORT

Overload Permits: Compensation
to Shires

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Trans-

pori:

(1) Where a permit is granted for
overload carting of road con-
sirucilon material, is the shire
council whose roads are being
used entitled to require a percent-
age of the material carted to be
used for its road works as com-
pensation for road damage?

(2} If “Yes”, will the Minister provide
detalls?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (I1).

STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Franchise: Royal Commission Report

Mr HARMAN, to the Premier:

The Premier will be aware that last
year, in answer to a question, he
informed the House that the re-
port by the Royal Commission into
the franchise of the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office had been
received in May. The Premier ad-
vised the House that the report
was being considered by the Gov-
ernment. Will the Premier now
make that report available?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

It so happens that the report is
still the subject of some very
detailed examination by at least
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two, and possibly three, Govern-
ment departments, because it is
not just a question of the State
Government Insurance Office fran-
chise that is involved. However,
I will give the honourable member
a more specific answer on Tuesday.
SCHOOL BUILDING
PROGRAMMES
Policy Change

CARR, to the Premier:

My question arises out of his
answer to question 53 on today's
notice paper. In view of ths
answer given by the Premier, to
what causes does he attribute the
abnormally high number of school
buildings which were uncompleted
at the start of the current school
year? I quote the example of
Geraldton where three major
school projects which were due to
be completed by the start of the
current school year are all run-
ning well behind schedule.

CHARLES COURT replled:

I must remind the honourable
member that the control of this
is in the hands of two other Min-
isters. Whilst I do try to keep in
touch, 1 cannot be expecied to
keep in touch to that extent. How-
ever, T digd understand the two
Ministers concerned had, in fact,
made the reasons clear not only
in respect of that particular school
but of the whole range of schools
involved. I will seek the informa-
tion for the honourable member;
I hope he is not questioning the
previous answer that has been
given by me.

Bir

BILLS (6): INTRODUCTION AND

1.

FIRST READING

Constitution Acts Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Sir
Charles Court (Premier), and read
a first time,

Parliamentary Salaries and Allow-
ances Act Amendment Bill

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal
Bill,

Bills introduced, on motions by Sir
Charles Court (Treasurer), and
read a first time.

Factories and Shops Act Amendment
Eill.

Hairdressers Registration Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Grayden (Minister for Labour and
Industry}, and read a first time.

Fruit-growing Reconstruction Scheme
Act Amendment Bill,

Bill introduced, on motlon by Mr
McPharlin (Minister for Agricul-
ture), and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 19th March,
on the following motion by Mr Old—

‘That the following Address-in-Reply

to His Excellency’s Speech be agreed

to—
May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Assembly of
the Parllament of the State of
Western Australla in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyality
to our Most Graclous Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have heen pleased

to address to Parliament.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (3.16
p.m.]: I was disappointed by the answer
given by the Minister for Transport to a
question on today’s notice paper relative
to the installation of traffic lights at the
Intersection of Dodd Street and Harborne
Street, Wembley. It so happens that at
the Intersection is located the Wandarra
State School. Whilst I acknowledge that
certaln criteria have to be followed to
establish priorities for the installation of
traffic lights, it i1s disappointing that the
installation of lights at this intersection
will have to be deferred longer. 1 emphasise
that located in the vicinity of that inter-
section is the Wandarra State School.

A great number of children have to cross
Harborne Street and Dodd Street, and
without traffic lichts they are doing so
with considerable danger to themselves. It
is true that a crosswalk atfendant I{s en-
gaged at that intersection and he does a
good, workmanlike job to safeguard pedes-
trians crossing the road, but the flow of
pedestrians, particularly lttle children, is
s0 heavy that it is really expecting too
much of the attendant to cope.

It so happens that for some time the
Wandarrs State School has not recelved a
falr go in other directions. The school is
served by a very good teaching staff; the
grounds appear to be very satisfactory; but
the accommodation is very poor, indeed.
In the hot weather it s virtually impossible
for the teachers to teach, or for the child-
ren to be taught, in the temporary struc-
tures—a type of Bristol hut which com-
prlilsesl the bulk of the buildings at that
school.

I understand that the Minister for Ed-
ucation is taking this matter in hand and
has glven some Indication that certain
action will be taken rapidly in respect of
the substandard school buildings. T hope
the problem will be dealt with in that way,
because the Wandarra State School has
been left out in the cold for a long time,
With the flood of funds flowing to the
State from the Austrglian Government for
the purpose of education, no longer Is the
State not in a position to undertake im-
provements in respect of school profects.
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‘The money is coming in from the Ausiral-
ian Government, so surely the priority of
Wandarra State School cannot be denied.

I hope that what I have heard is cor-
rect; that is, the Government will take
action quickly to remove the suhstandard
bulldings and erect satisfactory ones in
their place.

Another disappointing reply—although
thoroughly predictable—was given in re-
spect of question 37 on today's notice
paper. My question was as follows—

(1) To be consistent with the Austra-
lian Government’s policy designed
particularly to give young people
and their parents a fair go in
combatting the pushers of clgar-
ettes, will the Government legis-
late s0 as to place a ban on the
advertising of clgarettes in news-
papers and other publications?

(2) If “VYes" when?

(3) If “No” why?

As I have already said, I am quite sure
that you, Mr Speaker, will not argue with
my proposition that the reply was com-
pletely predictable, In reply to my ques-
tion aesking whether the Government in-
tended to do anything about placing a
ban on the advertising of cigarettes the
answer was “Mo”. Part (2) of the ques-
tion was answered by the reply to part
(1). For the benefit of any member in
this House who c¢annot understand the
answer to part (3) of my question I will
Tead it, as follows—

(3) The principal advertising media
arc television and radio. Until the
Australian Government stops ad-
vertising cigarette smoking on
televislon and radio, there is little
effective action the State Govern-
ment can take.

That is a predictable no-hoper buck-
passing answer. However, it has been
supplied and we in Opposition, unfortun-
ately, have simply to put up with that
sort of answer.

Let me say there is plenty which the
State Government can do. We do not
need to be given the proposition—which
was also thoroughly predictable—that
everything depends on the Australian Gov-
ernment. The Australian Government will
put an end, in the near future, to the
pushing of cigarette advertising down the
throats of young Australians but adver-
tising will continue to appear in the
newspapers and other publications over
whieh the Australian Government has no
jurisdiction, and the pushing of ciga-
rettes through advertising will go on for
another five or slx years. We do not
want to be faced with the proposition
that because the Australian Government
gave ample notice to the pushers of
cigarettes—say, about five years—the
Western Australlan Government will then
have to do the same.
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Instead of walting for some other State
to hold its hand, or instead of waiting for
a cue from Mr Bjelke-Petersen—and cer-
tainly instead of passing the buck and
adopting & hopeless defeatist attitude
which is manifested here nearly every
day and nearly all day—the State Gov-
ermmment ought to come out promptly
and, to be fair to the pushers of cigar-
ettes if fairness iIs appropriate in such
circumstances, notwithstanding the fact
that I believe such practices are not fair,
say, “Take notice that from a certain
day there shall be no advertising and no
Erlaslliﬂng of cigarettes in Western Aus-

a.!l

I would like to make a comment at
this stage. I, personally—and it should
hardly be necessary for me to say this,
but I shall—have no objectlon if people
wish to smoke provided, of course, they
do not puff thelr smoke down my throat,

Mr Jamieson: They often do, I suppose.

Mr BERTRAM: I have no objection to
people smoking, if that is their choice,
However, as I pointed out previously—
and I underline my statement—I take
the greatest exception to the situation
where a responsible parent is seeking to
educate, persuade, and by example indi-
cate to his children that cigarette smok-
ing is not a desirahle habit. As a matter
of fact, it can be fatal and it certainly
is deleterious to health. Whilst parents
battle desperately along those lines we
have other pneonle hombarding us through
television and radlo with nonsensical ad-
vertising, both amoral and immoral, If
that type of advertising of such wares 1s
said to be fair then that, of course, is
news to me.

It certainly is not good enough for a
no-hoper Conservative Government in this
State to say it will not do anything until
Gough Whiktlam takes its hand. We
should stand on our own feet. We have
an obligation to put things right! When
I say, “we” I mean the Premier. Here
is an opportunity for him to put things
right, Such actlon would attract votes
to him, even If it does not attract election
funds. It may cost him plenty in cam-
paign funds, but he has to make up his
mind where his priorities lie. Has the
Premier a moral obligation to the people—
the parents and the children-—or has he
no moral obligation? Is the Premier
obsessed with getting more and more
power In his hands? A question of this
kind affects the health of the people and
one gets the impression, from recent de-
bates, that he is concerned with the health
of the people.

The Premier could indicate his concern
for the people by doing something on this
very question, and dolng it quickly.
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Mr Nanovich: I know that smoking
is not a clean habit but what does one
do about the instance of a doctor recom-
mending that a person should take up
smoking?

Mr BERTRAM: If the honourable
member believes in healthy young Aus-
tralians he should get up and declare him-
self, so that everyone will know.

Mr Nanovich: I simply said that I
agreed smoking was not a clean habit,
and asked what one should do when a
doctor recommends to a patient that he
should teke up smoking.

Mr Jamieson: That person should
change his doctor.

Mr BERTRAM: In that case I would
be inclined to support the suggestion put
forward by my gdeputy leader. However,
we are not discussing that aspect. We
are discussing the habit of pushing cigar-
ette smoking down the throats of young
Australians. I am aware that occasionally
doctors do advise people to take up smok-
ing, but in my experience those instances
are very rare, and perhaps on half the
occasions that such recommendations are
made the doctors are right.

I am not worrying sbout that aspect.
1 have already said that I am not worried
about the person who wants to smoke. If
smoking gives him satisfaction, or what-
ever else it is, good for him. I am con-
cerned with the pushing of cigarettes and
nicotine down the throats of Western Aus-
tralians.

‘The no-hoper attitude demonstrated by
the Premier is of concern to Western Aus-
tralians, and I have just given an example
of that attitude. Why the Premier should
go gallivanting around the world spreading
defeatism and trying to tell the captains
of industry in the greatest private enter-
prise country in the world all about
socialism and how those people should
counter it, puzzles me. Surely the people
in the United States are not stupld. They
know more ahout private enterprise than
the Premier has ever dreamt about. How-
ever, the Premier goes wandering off from
Western Australia—not even as a national
representative—and tries to tell the people
of the United States all about socialism.

I certainly do not have any objection to
anyone attacking socialism or any other
“jsm", whether 1t be liberalism or
nationalism, to name a few. That is per-
fectly okay so far as I am concerned. But
to run around telling people who know
more about the subject than he does, and
to go arcund knocking and not glving any
constructive criticism, is worse, and it de-
picts a very poor image in this day and
age. We, as a State, have some pride even
if the Premier does not have it. It does
not lie within the province of the Premier,
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or the province of any other person, to
condemn soctalism if, in fact, other people
practise it. That would seem to me to be
a perfectly obvious fact.

What do you think, Mr Speaker, of the
credibility of a person who condemns
socialism on the one hand, thereby Im-
plying he will not have a bar of it and
will not practise it, but when in fact given
an opportunity to practise it he will prac-
tise it if it will win him votes or party
funds? What about the credibility of that
situation?

Last year our Budget totalled $1.5
billlon with a deficit of scmething lke
$8.5 million. If we divide the figure of
$1.5 billlon by $8.5 million te obtain a
percentage, we can see the lack of slze of
the deficit. Members may make their own
assessment about that. The deficit could
have been wiped out with complete ease
if the Premier had believed what he sald
and underisken to do something about
removing the sociallst content from his
Budget. That is all he had to do. He
had all sorts of reasons to justify himself
for taking this action.

Mr Sibson: What would be the soclalist
content?

Mr BERTRAM: We have had respon-
sible Government in this State for 80
years, and for 40 of those years the State
was controlled by socialist Governments.
Therefore, it would not be staggering to
find a sizeahle socialist content in our
legislation., The Premier did nothing to
strike one cent of socialist content
from the Budget when he had the oppor-
tunity to do it.

Sir Charles Court: Tell us what you
say we should strike out?

InMr BERTRAM: That is what I am do-
g.

Sir Charles Court; If you criticlse you
:'{ave the responsibility to give the alterna-
ive.

Mr BERTRAM: I will do this in due
course when I have sufficlent time. I do
not have long encugh to go Into it at the
moment, but any member who had read
the Budget would know about this. Of
course, I do not know whether or not
members opposite have read the Budget.
However, there is a very considerable
socialist content in the Budget and one
would not need to be Speed Gordon to
know that when a socialist Government
has ruled this State for 40 of our 80 years
of responsible administration, we would
have a fair proportion of socialism on our
Statute book.

Sir Charles Court: Just give me a few
examples of what we should have ecut out.

Mr BERTRAM: What is the credibility
of a person who runs around the world
wasting our money and time, talking non-
sense which is not supported by facts?
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Mr O'Connor: Are you talking about Mr
‘Whitlam?

Mr Sibson: What is your feeling about
Mr Whitlam's spending?

Mr Bryce: We do not change our leader
every three weeks,

Mr BERTRAM: I will come to that
matter later because it is a very important
issue and we would be very remliss if we
did not talk about the endless leadership
wrangle going on in Canberra at the
present time. This lack of loyalty in the
Liberal Party Is caused by selfish interests
and self-aggrandisement.

I will come back to my original point.
If one wants to control socialism, one does
not do 1t by blowing a lot of hot air and
nonsense against it whilst practising 1if.
If one wants to do away with sociallsm
one ought not to practise 1t. Presently
we are sald to operate under a private
enterprise system, although The West
Australian frequently refers to “our wel-
fare State”. Apparently that newspaper
thinks a lot of soclalism is practised here.
We must learn from the lessons of the
past and especially from the great loss of
life suffered in other parts of the world
operating under corrupt Governments. It
is no good bolstering up corrupt Govern-
ments. Surely the thing to do is to decide
whether a country seeking assistance has
8 worth-while Government. This applies
in the case of South-East Asia and the
other countries to which I have referred.
Our support must go $o worth-while Gov-
emments which will not be overrun. The
result of supporting corrupt situations Is
8 foregone conclusion.

The thing to do with private enterprise
is to ensure that it is efficient. The peoble
involved In private enterprise must be en-
couraged to Uft their standards of effici-
ency so that no-one will wish to replace
that system with any other. Does anyone
seriously argue about that point? We find
that through the years there has heen an
endless stream of legislation and regula-
tions to try to improve, to perfect, and to
control private enterprise.

In this House we spend most of our time
trying to render private enterprise accept-
able. In making that comment I do not
refer only to Labor Governments hut also

to Conservative Governments; that Is,
Liberal Party, National Alliance, and
Country Party Governments. Cohservas

tive Governments have introduced a steady
stream of legislation designed to control
the activities of private enterprise of one
sort or another. If members look at the
Statute book they will see page after page
of legislation designed for that very pur-
pose. When people are given a free hand
to operate within the community, it often
happens that the privilege is abused.
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From time to time the people scream that
they want rellef, protection, and a fair
go. This happens no matter which Govern-
ment is in power. So the remedy is to
make private enterprise more efficient; I
do not mean that private enterprise should
say it is efficient, it should show that 1t
is efficient. In such a situation there
would be no onset of “isms” of any kind
because if the people are satisfled with a
situation certainly they will not tolerate
any dramatic change,

Sir Charles Court: You are more naive
than I thought. What about a com-
mitted regime?

Mr BERTRAM: One runs into trouble
every day. Every member knows that
when he arrives at his electoral office he
will find many problems awaiting him; a
legacy of the inefficiency—call it what one
likes—of people operating in the private
sector. Every member knows this to be
true, and I can produce a bundle of evi-
dence to support my statement. Private
enterprise must become less offensive to
the public generally. It must become less
greedy and less avaricious; it must become
more efficient and more humanitarian;
and it must become less dishonest and less
wasteful. The test to apply must he a
test of faimess rather than one of
avarice and greed.

8ir Charles Court: But under our system
you can do something about it. Under
a soclalist system you cannot. You have
it whether you like it or not.

Mr BERTRAM: If the Premicr is satis-
fled with inefficiency in the private
sector as he obviously is—

8ir Charles Court: No-one is satisfled
wtl’thtirigﬂiclency. hut we can do something
about it.

Mr BERTRAM: Private enterprise must
do something about it. The people in the
United States of America know this to be
true. The Premier should have told them
about something different—he should not
have wasted their time with humbug—

Sir Charles Court: We were not wasting
their time.

Mr BERTRAM: —at the same time
bringing our system into disrepute, and
carrying on in a manner unacceptable to
the people of this State.

Sir Charles Court: I must tell you that
this State Government’'s stocks are much
higher overseas than those of the Federal
Government,

Mr BERTRAM: In the humble opinien
of the Premier!

Sir Charles Court: You should be
mighty worried, I wish you cowld get
your colleagues in Canberra to go to the
United States with dark glasses and

whiskers to hear what is being said about
them,
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Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BERTRAM: If the Premier can tell
me that this State gathered any kudos by
his going to America and puffing nonsense,
will he go ahead and do it?

Sir Charles Court: This does not get you
anywhere at all,

Mr BERTRAM : I amn telling the Premier
that the people of Western Australia are
unimpressed with the FPremier. Tht_ey
want a higher standard of .eﬂimency in
private enterprise. I could list dozens of
instances of people who have been exploit-
ed and disadvantaged by the activities of
people in the private sector. Unless
something is done to improve the situation
and make things more satisfactory people
will continue to exert pressure for a
change.

Mr Sodeman: The same explicit com-
ments would apply to the Federal Govern-
ment.

Mr BERTRAM: The people of Western
Australia do not blame the Federal
Government for the ineffictency of private
enterprise.

Sir Charles Court: He did not say that.

Mr Sodeman: I did not say that.

Mr BERTRAM: Judging from the inter-
jection, however, it does seem that the
Government is perfectly satisfied with the
lack of efficiency and fairness, and the
rest, of private enterprise about which I
have spoken.

I simply want to place this on record,
because I have been meaning to do so for
years. Private enterprise must lift its
sights; it must become efficient, It is nqt
good enough for private enterprise to sit
still and become grossly inefficient and for
it to react only when the Government
takes some action against it; it is only
then that it becomes concerned about the
public good. It does not evince any con-
cern for the public good until the Govern-
ment—whether it be & Liberal Government,
s National Alliance Government, or a
National Australia Party Government,
whichever Government it is—takes some
action against it. Often, it is only then
that private enterprise shows concern,

For example, a national insurance
scheme is to be introduced—that is, if the
Liberal-Country Party coalition in Can-
berra does not defeat it—and a tremen-
dous scheme it will be, Similar schemes
have been operated in other countries with
tremendous success.

Sir Charles Court: Are not some of the
unions opposing it?

Mr BERTRAM: As a result of this we
now find that some of the insurance com-
panies have suddenly decided that they
must snap into gear and improve thelr
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image and the service they give to the
public; but did they do that before the
scheme was mooted? Of course they did
not. They have had control of the situa-
tion, so why have they not been delivering
the goods? Hagd they been doing so no
Government would have dared touch them.

We also have the same reaction from
the medical practitioners. Wherever we
look we find them springing into action,
particularly when they slip back and come
inte conflict with Government policy.

One of the greatest curses of our time
is that people are encouraged to hecome
wasteful. Is there anything meritorious
in waste? We find that goods are pro-
duced in a slipshod fashion. For example,
one might buy a shirt and find that a
button suddenly drops off. One may buy
8 palr of shoes only to find that the heel
drops off. The same happens when one
buys a bicycle—either the saddle drops
off or something else goes wrong with it.

Mr Scdeman: Are you criticising the
worker?

Mr Jamieson: No, the manufacturer.

Mr BERTRAM: It is these little things
which the people find most irritating.

Sir Charles Court: You must have been
buying things from mainland China,

Mr Jamieson: Goods from there gener-
ally last.

Sir Charles Court: Like fun they do.

Mr BERTRAM: I thought it was Red
Ching~—in fact I have come to the con-
clusion that the name changes depending
on whether one wants to curse them or
make a quid out of them.

I do stress, however, that the wasteful-
ness of our present system is thoroughly
amoral if it is not thoroughly immoral,
It is a poor old system when goods are
manufactured in such a fashion that they
fall to bits shortly after they have been
bought, which means, of course, that one
has to go out and buy the same article
agaln which, in turn, ensures that the
turnover is maintained. ‘This is what it
is all about.

There is little doubt that & lot of rub-
bish is being produced and it is high time
that we in this Parliament acknowledged
what is going on. We should urge there
be some relief from the present situation.
Our present system is wasteful, and any
system that is based on waste cannot be
any good.

Sitting suspended from 345 to 4.02 p.m.

Mr BERTRAM: Just prior to the after-
noon tea suspension I was saying that a
system that 1s based on waste 1s completely
unacceptable, and a philosophy that is
based on that type of system is an uncon-
sclonable one. This is not simply an opin-
fon that I have held over the years on a
matter which Is of great concern to me.
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Many people, from time to tlme, have
drawn my attention to the fact that there
is need for improved performance by pri-
vate enterprise along the lines I have ouf-
lined.

For example, how can one really support
the activity of private enterprise in the
area of advertising? I have already spoken
about the advertising of cigarettes. That
type of situation is completely unacceptable
and the whole area of advertising in this
field needs to be tidled up. Until our exist-
Ing system Is made efficlent and acceptable
to the people we will never go forward,
despite all the harangue and nonsense
entered into by the Premier and by
politicians on both sides of the Chamber,

I am more concerned about the people
of Western Australia, but people through-
out the whele of Australla are concerned
about the proceedings going on in the Fed-
eral sphere al present over the leadership
of the Federal Liberal Party. As this Is a
matter that affects the people, I know that
you, Mr Speaker, would expect me to he on
the side of the people and therefore I en-
deavoured to ask a question of the Premier
in order that he may be able to give the
required information to the members of
this House concerning that matter, as T
am sure he would be quite able to give 1t.
We in this Parliament and the people of
this State would then know how the Gov-
ernment stands and what it happens to be
doing about the leadership of the Liberal
Party In the Federal Parllament.

However, on Tuesday last I got only as
far as yttering a few words of the gquesticn
when I was stopped and I was not permit-
ted to proceed with the remailnder of the
question and, as a result, I did not receive
any answer., Further, what 1s more to the
point, the members of this House and the
people of this State have been deprived of
an opportunity to learn all the facts and
information from the Gavernment or from
anywhere else in regard to this question
of the leadership of the Federal ILiberal
Party.

Yesterday I had hoped to pose another
two questions because I believed they were
in the public interest, but the questions I
had drafied were not admissible and there-
fore, once agaln, I was denled the gppor-
tunity to ventilate the concern held by
those on this side of the House in respect
of a national and important issue which
also concerns the people of this State. So
long as we have a dud Opposition in the
Federal Parliament this State suffers: so
long as the Premier has no confidence in the
Federal Leader of the Opposition this State
suffers; and so long as the Premier has no
confidence in the Western Australian mem-
bers of the Liberal Party and the National
Alllance who are supposed to represent
this State Iin the Australian Parliament,
this State suffers,

This iIs a most unsatisfactory state of
affalrs and one about which we are duty
bound to do something. The Ogposition
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will not let the silde down in this regard.
The first question I sought to ask of the
Premtier yesterday was—
Does he share the view that the re-
placement of Billy Snedden as Leader
of the Liberal Party could seriously re-
strict the electoral base of the Liberal
Party and therehy serlously and ad-
versely affect the policles of his Gov-
ernment?
If “No”, why?
If “Yes”, why, and what steps has he
taken to see that this will not occur?
The other question which I had hoped to
put to the Premier was—

Since if is imperative in the interest of

this State that there should be estab-

lished in Canberra as soon as possible

& worthwhile Opposition will he

state—

(a) What steps he and or his Gov-
ernment have taken to persuade
the Liberal Party to desist from
its endless leadership wrangling
a.pd to settle down for the first
time to consistent and constructive
opposition?

(h) Whether he i1s of the belief that
unless the present attempt to re-
move Blllie Snedden from ILeader
was defeated, no future leader of
the Liberal Party will be free from
such & campalen?

These are important questions to which
we have to obtaln answers. Incidentally, &
is not as though we on this side of the
House -are desirous of bringing into ihis
Parliament or Into the State arena events
which are happening outside. We happen
to be part of the Australian nation, a fact
;vhlcl: the Premlier, very often, seems to
orget.

The BPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has seven minutes left.

Mr BEERTRAM: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
It is not as though we are Introducing ex-
ternal matters into this Parliament. We are
reluctantly brought into thils particular
question, but reluctant or not, we are not
frightened to enter into it now that it is
appropriate to do so, because the people
of Western Australla are thoroughly dis-
satisfied with the policy and the attitude
of the Opposition in the Eastern States.

Members will recall the type of situation
we had here recently when on T.V, the
Premier was asked: Was he aware of the
coup in Decemhber or January to remove
Snedden’s head? The Premier repled: I
know that. His inference was: Is there
anything I do not know? The answer to
that, of course, is “Yes”. However, he
did not indicate to the peaple that he
had not done the right thing; that he did
not tell Snedden there was to be an at-
tempt to remove his head. Although Sned-
den is a man who was born in Western
Australia and who lived here for the
hest part of his life, and i1s one who can
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look after the interests of Westerm Aust-
ralia, the Premier saw fit to let him down
and allow him to be subjected to such at-
tempts on his head because, by inference,
he did not tell Snedden what was about
to happen to him. However, more of that
in & moment.

Amendment to Motion
The fact of the matter is, since I have
only a limited time left to me, I now move
the following amendment to the Address-

in-Reply—

: but we regret to have to inform your
Excellency that whilst the Government
of Western Australia and more partic-
ularly the Premier has long since been
obsessed with the affairs of the Aus-
trallan Government and the Australlan
Parliament instead of putting things
right in this State as he undertook to
do, neither the Premier nor his Gov-
ernment has informed the House of the
actlons if any, which have been taken
to end the interminable wrangling as
to the Leadership of the Federal Par-
llamentary Liberal Party which ap-
pears to be based more on self interest
and seif aggrandizement and felevision
image, than the national and public
interest. In consequence of the sald
interminable wrangling and changes
of leadership amongst other things—
{a) the policies and aftitudes of the
Liberal Party-National Alliance
cum Country Party cum Natlonal
Country Party of Australla coali-

tion are unpredictable;

(b) the electoral base of the Liberal
Party could be serlously and ad-
versely restricted; and

{c) this State's interests in the Aus-
tralian Parliament are being sore-
1y neglected for want of a proper
consistent and constructive Co-
alition Opposition.

Mr Nanovich: Brilllant! I don't think!
Yery childish!

Mr BERTRAM: I could not say that,
but as the honourable member has said it
I ¢an hardly deny it.

The contents of that amendment are all
statements of fact known to the public. In
the time remaining to me, I would like to
remind the House of certain facts; that is,
since 1967 the Australian people have heen
denied anything like continuity of leader-
ship and anything like a satisfactory Op-
position in the Australian Parliament, The
whole matter centres on the fact that the
Menzies Ministry ended in 1966; the Holt
Ministry ended in December, 1967; and the
Gorton Ministry—a very sad and inept one
it was, although the Premier seemed to be
enthusiastic about it—ended on the 10th
March, 1971. The McMahon Ministry—
and what g giant that was—ended on the
5th December, 1972, and Mr Snedden’s
Federal Opposition leadership appears &s
though it will meet its demise tomorrow
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with no attempt at all on the part of the
Government of this State to intervene or
to indicate where it stands in the matter.

Is the Government s Sneddon support-
er? Does it support Fraser? I know what
will happen if Fraser bhecomes Leader of
the Federal Liberal Party. It will go back
to follow a policy some miles to the right
of that laid down by Menzies. Then there
are Killen and Peacock. In the Eastern
States the knives are being sharpened all
the time. Further, there is abundant evi-
dence to indicate how false is the sug-
gestion that Labor, in the Australian
scene, is spreading rumours around that
there is an attempt being made to stab
Snedden in the back,

It is no good saying those things if
they are false. That is the Premier's
technique; that is, to repeat things which
are false in the hope that ultimately
they will he accepted as fact.

The fact is that people over there are
hell-bent on getting the leadership for
their own persontal gain and self-
agegrandisement without caring two hoots
what happens to the Opposition in Aus-
tralia.

_For this and the other reasons I have
given I am pleased—although I find it an
unhappy thing to have to do—to be drag-
ged into this arens on the Australian
scene as & result of the efforts of the
Premier in this direction. I commend the
amendment to members.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) [4.16 p.m.]:
I have a great deal of pleasure in sup-
porting the amendment.—

Mr Sodeman: That figures.

Mr B. T. BUREE: —and in putting to
vocal members opposite one question.
Through you, Mr Speaker, perhaps one of
those members might be able to enlighten
me as to whether he belleves a construe-
tive Opposition in the Federal sphere is of
value to the people of this State. Those
members are strangely silent. Of course
they are.

Mr Sodeman: Because it is obvious;
that is why.

Mr B. T. BURKE: What is the obvious
answer?—

Mr Sodeman: The answer 1s, “Yes”; and
I ask you to ask the member for Mt.
Hawthorn to demonstrate his sincerity. Is
he going to stand for Liberal endorsement
next time so that he can improve matters?

Mr B. T. BURKE:
‘lYesll‘

Mr Sodeman: He is? That's good.

Mr B. T. BURKE: It js an answer
given in a period in time during which
we have had the worst Opposition we have
ever had in the Federal sphere.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr Sodeman: Brought about by the
worst Government,

—the answer is,
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Mr B. T. BURKE: It is a leaderless
collection of knifers and stabbers; men
who do not know from one day to the
next just who is to be their leader, creat-
ing the impression abroad that the Liberal
Party, if elected in the national sphere,
would have no leader, but a succession of
them. It is one subject to the whims and
fancies of the men who are supposed to
stand behind their leader and support him.

Yet, on this issue, the Premier has been
strangely quiet. He is not willing to say
to the people of Western Australia: *There
is & situation in Canberra. As the person
elected to lead this State this is my opin-
irl)ln and impression.” The Premier remains
silent.

Sir Charles Court: I have to deal with
the Government—the most repressive and
most unsatisfactory Government Australia
has ever had. That is what I have to do.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Notwithstanding the
fact that the Premier also had to deal with
the Australian Government when it was
elected, he was not found lacking in ad-
vice to the Labor Party when cerfain dif-
ferences of opinion occurred within its
ranks; and so the measuring stick the
Premier applies is an elastic one.

Sir Charles Court: You can rant on.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Let us look at state-
ments the Premier made when a difference
of opinion oceurred within the Labor Party.
He said—

This move to muzzle men of the
Labor Party machine is an indication
that A.L.P. direction of its parliament-
ary members is seen by Labor people
as one of their biggest electoral handi-
caps.

Should Labor ever gain control of
the Federal Parliament, the degree of
direction of parliamentary members
will be intensified both in Federsl and
State spheres. It would not be the
elected Government “calling the shots.”

Notwithstanding the fact that the Pre-
mier had to deal with the Australian Gov-
ernment when it was elected, he was pre-
pared to make those comments and pre-
judice the treatment the Western Austra-
lian pecple would receive once that Gov-
ernment was elected.

What is he now going to say to the
people of Western Australia? Is he going
to say, “Do not vote for the Libera! Party
in Canberra because we are not sure who
its leader is. Wait until we see whether
they develop some longevity before you
support the Liberal Party.”? He is freely
giving advice to the Labor Party, but in a
situation where he bears some responsib-
ility he is strangely quiet.

What about other members? They say
nothing. They are not willing to say, “The
Liberal Party Is going through a difficult
time, but things will be put right”. Insiead
they attack the Australlan Government In
the absence of any viable alternative.
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Mr T. D. Evans: No alternative at all.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Premier has al-
ways been very generous with his advice
to the Australian Lebor Party. Among
other things he said in September, 1972

Today’s Labor Party has forgotten
the words of John Curtin when he
sald it would be treading on danger-
ous ground to set the Labor Party up
as a non law-observing party ...

Perhaps 14 might be put to the Premier
that the Liberal Party has forgotten their
great and revered Sir Robert Menzies.
Would members place these leaders in his
category or just say mnothing? Would
he allow the continuation of these fights
and wrangles to prejudice the people of
Western Australia? Does the Premier not
see himself as having any responsibility?
The Premier is a man of whom 1t has been
said in years gone by that he may well be
a national leader, and yet when the chal-
lgnge comes he abdicates a national posi-
on.

_ Bir Charles Court: I am in State Par-
liament and not the Federal Parliament in
case you didn’t know.

Mr T. D. Evans;: I hope you remember
that in future.

Sir Charles Court: Unfortunately I have
to deal with the Government in Canberra

which 1 committed to the annihilation of
the States.

Mr B. T. BURKE: He should do some-
thing about an slternative. He should lead
us with his flaming sword and march
through the ranks and call the Liberal
members to order,

Sir Charles Court: That brave fellow
from Balga!

Mr May: This Is the wusual Thursday
afternoon debate we had last vear,

Mr B. T. BURKE: Does the Premier
want us to believe that the national
Opposition is prepared and able to put
alternative policies to the people of this
country? Let me ask this question of the
Premier: If he were an elected Tepresen-
tative of the national Opposition at this
time. to what would his mind now be
turning? The papers are full of it. The
minds of all the Opposition members in
the national Opposition are turning to the
leadership struggle. Who is looking after
the sort of things the Opposition should
be looking after?

Mr Coyne: Junie Morosi.

Mr B. T. BURKE: It is well for mem-
bers to talk of Junie Morosi, particularly
the member for Murchison-Eyre. He would
not get a look in. The fact of the matter is
that the Australian people are seriously
suffering because the national Opposition
cannot do its job. The Premler of this
State. who is elected to lead the people of
this State, refuses to show any responsi-
bility in trying to right a situation which



284

has disadvantaged the people. He is sup-
posed to lead. At other times he is only
too well prepared to comment on the dis-
advantages of Labor Party differences of
opinion, but in this area he remains quiet.

At this moment in Canberra, the alter-
native Prime Minister is facing, by his own
admission, 21 who support him and the
same number who are opposed to him, and,
according to his supporters, approximately
the same number who have two heads. In
other words, there is a significant propor-
tion of Liberal supporters now in Canberra
preparing to vote on the leadership who
are tellilng each camp that they will sup-
port it. This is an untenable situation and
yet by his silence the Premier of this State
is prepared to approve of the prevarication
of these men and agree to Australia being
held in a state of suspended animatlon
unti] his colleagues can make up their
minds.

Mr Sodeman: Your counterparts sac-
rificed their Treasurer. That was shameful.

Mr B. T. BUREE: The member for
Pllbara, whose electorate has been severely
hit by inflatlon in terms of value for
money in its representation here, is now
giving us advice again. Let him tell me
what he thinks of the Liberal Party
struggle.

Mr Sodeman: It is an admirable one to
resalve its problem. If your Federal
counterparts would put as much effort
into solving our problems in the Pilbara
we would be a lot better off.

Mr B. T. BUREKE: At the next elec-
tion we will be putiing abnormai efforts
into solving Pilbara's problems, and we will
be successful.

Mr Sodeman: Time will tell.

Mr B. T. BURKE: This is like drawing
teeth. Instead of members opposite on their
own initlative making comments, we have
to pause and really break Standing Orders
to allow one of the most junior members
of the House to state the Government's
policy. The Deputy Premier knows to say
nothing, and the Premier is silent. He
says it is an abnormal occurrence. Cer-
tainly it is. Any action as the result of
which ane finds one's head heneath the bed
in the morning is abnormal, and it happens
with surprising frequency and regularity
in the Liberal ranks in Canberra. Yet this
Premier refuses to say anything when he
has been so prepared on other occasions
10 assume centre stage in the interna-
tional theatre. Now he is silent.

Mr Skidmore: He has deserted them.

Mr B. T. BURRKE: He does not know
whom to desert. It is very dangerous to
line up on a side which might not win,
and it is difficult to know who will win
until after the knives have been flung. This
Premier Is doing his State a disservice.
Where is the positive lead he was so intent
on taking prior to the last election?

(ASSEMBLY.]

Sir Charles Court: Do you want me to
go to Caunberra and cast a vole?

Mr May: It is a wonder you haven't.

8ir Charles Court: I would like to.

Mr B. T. BUREKE: The Premlier is among
those Liberal Premiers who come together
to express oplnions on different things.
Publicity is accorded his remarks not only
in local papers, but also in Eastern States’
papers. The opportunity for him is there.
Why does he not use it or does he not
have an opinion on what is happening?
What does the Premier really think about
the leadership crists in the Liberal Party?

Sir Charles Court: The men over there
who have the responsibility tomorrow have
all the capacity to make thelr decision,
and they will make it,

Mr B. T. BURKE: How rarely it is that
the Premier is able to say that men some-
where else have the capacity. I had been
convinced there was only one man who
had capacity to do anything and he was
right here.

The truth of the matter is that the
Premier and hils Government are very
selective. They know not to venture into
areas of swampy land and quicksand for
fear of their heing caught up and sucked
down. Therefore the Premier and his
Government steer clear from any danger-
ous declsion or courageous path of prin-
ciple unless they ¢an see political advan-
tage in it. There is none to be gained in
taking hold of one’s own fellows and say-
Ing to them: How can we defeat & Gov-
ernment of opposing ideology when we are
so splintered ourselves? That takes cour-
age. It is very easy for me to stand up
today and criticise this Government. It
is not so easy for me to criticise my own
party; and that is the basic problem with
this Government.

Mr Coyne: You would not be allowed

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Government's
principles are dictated by political advan-
tage. Consistently the Premler refuses to
grasp the netile and do the courageous
thing of principle. He dismisses the situa-
tion by saying that there are men of
capacity over there to make the deciston.

Sir Charles Court: And responsibilty.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Yet the men over
there do not know who are the men of
capacity because half the Caucus is lining
up for the leadership.

Mr Sodeman: Half what?

Mr B. T. BURKE: Many men over there
have the capacity, but there is only one
problem: there can be only one leader.
While the Premler of this State will join
with the others in fixing up the house of
the Labor Party, he steers very clear of
thbgdrepalrs which are needed in his own
abode,
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Mr T. D. Evans: He leads his army from
behind.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The fulcrum which
allows me to lever myself into this debate
is my very real interest in the welfare of
the people of Western Australia.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr B. T. BURKE: That is what I have
been elected to safeguard in this House
if I ean and that is the aspect to which I
twrn most of my attention.

Can any member on the other side
honestly say that the leadership ecrisis
on a national level within the party to
which he belongs is not disadvantaging the
people of this State? Does anyone helleve
that is not the case? Again members on
the other side are silent, because it is a
sel-evident truth,

8ir Charles Court: It is just a lot of
claptrap. They are not the Government
of Australia at the present tlme,

Mr B. T. BURKE: Does the Premier of
this State not bhelleve it is important to
have a viable Opposition and alternative
Government?

Sir Charles Court: Of course you want
a good Opposition.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Is the present Oppo-
sition, by reason of its leadership str:uggles
which have continued for a long time, a
good Opposition?

8ir Charles Court: I wish you could sit
over here and see yourself; then you
would stop talking.

Mr B. T. BURKE: If the Premier could
sit on this side and see himself, he might
well go over there.

Summing up, the fact of the matter is,
this amendment to the Address-in-Reply
is well warranted because—

(a) the poHcles and attitudes of the
Liberal Party-National Alliance
cum Country Party cum National
Country Party of Australia coali-
tion are unpredictable—

We do not know who the leader is. The
amendment continues—

(h) the electoral hase of the Liberal
Party could be seriously and ad-
versely restricted . . .

What kind of minority far right splinter
group would the member for Wannon in
the Federzal Parliament (Mr Fraser) lead?

Mr McPharlin: The actions of the Fed-
eral Government are unpredictable.

Mr B. T. BUREE: The leader of the
Country Party in this House has already
put his hand firmly in the alr; he will be
behind Mr Fraser. The amendment con-
Hnues—.-

(c) this State’s interests in the Aus-
tralian Parliament are being sorely
neglected for want of a proper
consistent and constructive Coali-
tion Oppasition.
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Is that not true? Has not the Premier
abdicated his responsibility of safeguarding
%n glslis crisis the interests of the people he
eads?

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool—Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [(4.32p.m.]: I
think the situation is more than passing
strange, now that the Premier has glven
a very clear indication that he is not pre-
pared to make any statement or move on
this matter.

Bir Charles Court:
with contempt,

Mr JAMIESON: The Opposition, too,
is entitled to treat other people with con-
tempt if that is the attitude to be adopted.

8ir Charles Court: You are not very
proud of this.

Mr JAMIESON: There is nothing wrong
with it. I do not want to run a “Snedden
for leader” campaign, He should be able
to rely on his own supporters.

The only matter I want to point out is,
as was said a liftle earlier by the member
who moved the amendment, that Mr
Snedden does come from this State, and
the Premier is always saying Canberra
does not know enough about this State
and does things which are unsatisfactory
to us. If Mr Fraser replaces him, we will
get a lot of sympathy! We might get that
blue-blooded, right-wing sympathy the
Premier is so fond of, which does not help
the people in this State very much. It
might help those in high pleces and those
carrying out business deals but it certainly

does not overcome the problems in
Erar iy p this

When we have a look at the situation
which exists in the country, I ithink the
member for Mt. Hawthorn was wise to
propose his amendment. In this morning’s
Press we saw a rather unusual! advertise-
ment which was inserted by somebody
who said he had an interest in public
aflairs—J. Robinson, Mews Road, Fre-
mantle, “on behalf of a group of
concerned Australian middle-of-the-road
cltizens”, whoever they might be. Chifley
always said they were hit by the cars
golng both ways, and I think that is so.
The advertisement is quite a good one. It
EAYS—

We are treating 1t

It happened to Gorton . .
It can happen o Snedden

Unless you say "“Not again”
The parallel is exact:

The Same Circumstances

The Same People

The Same Motives

And you'd see the Same Result

Tell your member that you do not
want to see it heppen agalin—
Phone him today
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If you are a Liberal supporter
use your voice now—let your
member know that you're an ac-
tive concerned Australian citizen.

Australia needs strong govern-
ment and strong opposition—
Liberal OR Labor.
Perhaps it is a plant; I do not know. It
could have been planted by either side.
But I would say the circumstances of the
appearance of fhe advertisement are very
strange. I cannot recall ever having seen
such an advertisement previously, On
the other hand, not knowing the back-
ground to it, we must take the view that
a group of citizens are saying, “It is time
this kind of caper stopped”; and I, too,
think it is.

I come back to the point I was making
earlier. Mr Snedden is a person whom
you know, Mr Speaker, and whom I know.
I have known him for a long time. I
knew him long before the Premier knew
him, and perhaps I knew him long before
most members of this House knew him,
because years ago he and I were delegates
on a local organisaiion, long before he
went into Federal politics and in the
early days of his interest in State polities
when he stood for the seat of BEoulder in
this State.

Mr Sodeman: Would you like to see
him as Prime Minister?

Mr JAMIESON: If there has to be a
Liberal Prime Minister in power, I would
prefer he were someone from this State
who knows our requirements and may be
able to assist us. He was born and bred
here. I do not want to recount_the story
about how he sold newspapers to help
him on his way and was later a grocer’s
delivery boy. We all know that.

Malcolm Fraser, the blue blood from
Victoria—bred on one of Bart Cummings’
stud farms—is now using the sword, the
knife, and whatever else he can get hold
of to oust Mr Snedden. I would not wanté
to be Mr Snedden’s particular protector,
but I say the Premier of this State should
at least be persuading some of his Federal
colleagues that here is a fellow who knows
our problems, is associated with us, and
is often having holldays and trips to this
State—one only a few weeks ago. There-
fore he would have an opportunity to
converse with the people of this State
and know their problems, If we must
have a Liberal leader—and we must have
8 Leader of the Opposition—he is the
man who would be most salisfactory so
far as we in this State are concerned.

As was mentioned earlier, various people
have spoken about the matter. Even the
Federal President of the Liberal Party
sald, “They should stop publicly sniping
at one another”, and three Liberal mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament issued
statements immediately afterwards. Mr
Killen, a Queensland member, said if the
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leadership question were not settled to-
morrow the Liberals would be in opposi-
tion for 10 years.

I think the Premier should show concern.
We on this side do not want a Liberal
Government in Canberra, I remember the
“belly-aching’’ of the present Premier about
the Menzies Government. He and Menzies
found no great favour with one another
because of the various problems which
Menzies could not understand, Menazies,
again, was an “Eastern Stater” through
and through. He came from that part of
Australia which controls the voting power
and from which mest of our Prime Min-
isters have emanated.

The more successful Prime Minlsters
were from the lesser States, and they were
possibly more popular Prime Ministers-—
Lyons, Curtin, and so on. They were not
more brilliant thap the other Prime Min-
isters but they had a greater understand-
ing of the probhlems of Australia because of
their association with the people of the
lesser States. They did not have so much
concentrated knowledge of the people of
Victoria and New South Wales. We do
not want to argue with the people in those
Btates—they are our cousins—but surely
it is to our advantage to have in a high
position a person who understands our
problems and is able to represent them
without having to be fed the necessary
basic information. We would doubt that a
person not so ¢losely associated with West-
ern Australia would appreciate our proh-
lems, because this State is generally con-
sidered to be too far away for them to
come to see for themselves.

Malcolm Fraser was rather active over
here recently, attending all the Liberal
Party area functions, no doubt on a Mal-
colm Fraser campaign. If he is contend-
ing for the leadership he probably realises
that is one of the canvassing jobs he
must do.

I noticed in the Press a few days ago a
Ietter from the Federal Libera]l] members
of this State, indicating their support for
Mr Snedden. Following upon later gues-
tioning, there appeared in The West Aus-
tralian of the 19th March the headline,
“Two reaffirm Liberal statement”. A couple
of others were not so sure, and others were
not available for comment, That seems to
be the drift. Evidently Mr 8nedden cannot
rely on people from this State, who should
see some advantage in having such a per-
son as leader,

I do not want to be Mr Snedden’s cham-
pion but I think it is of advantage to have
a leader who understands our problems
rather than one who does not. Under the
circumstances, T think the Premier would
be justified in at least having a word, by
telephone or otherwise, with the Liberal
members in this State and telling them,
“I hope you understand what you will be
doing if you replace Mr Snedden. We will
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have to start from scratch again when we
make representations to the leader of the
Liberal Party for assistance in matters
associated with our activities in Western
Australia.”

We hope Mr Snedden will continue for a
long time as leader. I do nhot wish him
great success and overwhelming support
{for his leadership; that would not be to
the advantage of the Labor Party because
he might ultimately bring us down. But
if ever a State should have & point of view,
1 think this State should; and the Liberal
forces in this State have been very remiss
in not voicing an opinion and suggesting
we have an advantage in retaining at the
helm of the Opposition in Canberra a per-
son who has a knowledge of this State.

I support the amendment.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) (4.44 pm.]1: I desire
to support the amendment moved by the
member for Mt, Hawthorn. In normal
circumstances, we might not expect this
amendment to the Adgdress-in-Reply to be
moved in this House but, the Premier of
Western Australia being the man he is, we
can well expect this kind of amendment.

The Premier is the individual member of
this House who has been responsible more
than any other member for fturning this
Parliament into a reflection of what hap-
pens politically on the national scene. For
less than half of the time I have been
here this Parliament has operated as a
State Parlinment. I have seen the Premier,
month after month, preoccupying himself
on the other side of the House as well as
en this side of the Hoiise with what goes
on in the national Parliament.

He has turned this forum into a spec-
tacle which it was never intended to be.
Those of us in this Chamber who can
remember the McMahon Government and
Billy Snedden’s horror Budget of August,
1971, when hundreds of thousands of
people were thrown out of work—

Mr Clarko: Bundreds of thousands?
Mr BRYCE: That is right.

Mr Clarko: What about now? It is over
300 000—a record flgure.

Mr BRYCE: If the member for Kar-
rinyup checked the figures applicable at
that time he would know that more than
200 000 people were out of work at the end
of 1871, I recall it well because I was
elected at a by-election at that time, and
I have clear memories of the sort of brav-
ado we saw from the Premler-—-who was
then the Leader of the Opposition—who
claimed time and time again that unem-
ployment was the responsibllity of State
Governments. When we were on the other
side of the House and Mr McMahon was
experiencineg all sorts of troubles with the
economy, we suggested that he should send
for Sir Charles Court and that the Liberal
Party at the national level should select
that man to solve its problems.
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We even drew to his attention the fact
that Governments overseas were experi-
encing the same sort of economic prob-
lems, and we suggested that we would
give him our endorsement—not politically,
but by way of support—to go overseas to
solve the problems of other countries.

OQf course, since he has become the Premier
of Western Australla we have seen him cut
for himself g very fine reputation on the
national stage. He has even been over-
seas. S0 we on this side of the House feel
collectively that it would be in the best
interests of the nation if the Premier of
Western Australia declared himself as a
candidate for the leadership of the Liberal
Party at the natlonal level. Admittedly
this would complicate the matter, because
we would then have Snedden, Fraser, Kil-
len, Peacock, and Court.

There is absolutely no Inconsistency in
members on this slde suggesting this
would be a realistic proposition, because
the Premier of this State has shown him-
self to be more precccupied with what goes
on in the national Parliament than with
what goes on In Western Australia. A
little over 12 months ago he promised the
people of this State he would put things
right. Instead of putting things right he
has concentrated on everything that is
going on outside of this State. To use his
own phrase, if he were prepared to put
his shoulder to the wheel in Western
Australia we might expect & returm
to sane and meaningful progress. But
instead of that—and the amendment re-
fers to this matter quite specifically—we
have g leader of this State who has spent
his time denigrating and condemning the
national Government.

No man can possibly spend as much
time denigrating and condemning the
national Government as he has and still
deliver the goods in this State. Of course,
after 12 months in office the Government
has proved that it simply cannot deliver
the goods.

In this respect I want simply to refer
to three specific areas—three policy
promlises in respect of which nothing has
been done. The first is, of course, In res-
pect of unemployment. I think it i1s very
important for us to bpiace any discussion
on the gquestion of unemployment in the
context of the statements made by the
present Premier over the last decade or
s0. Time and time again in thils place
and publicly through election promises
and Press releases, etc,, the Premier has
sustained the view that the State Govern-
ment is responsible for employment
opportunities, and that if there happens
to be unemployment it is the responsi-
bility of the State Government to solve 1t.

In 1972 when a serles of economic
we saw thousands of Pilbara construction
decisions was made 12000 miles away,
workers come to the metropolitan area
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because work stopped on projects in the
Pilbara. The Premier—at that time he was
the Leader of the Opposition—was adam-
ant that it was the responsibility of the
State Government to solve unemployment.
To quote him, “If they are worthy of their
salt they will solve this problem.”

In iaet, I remind the Premier that on
the 16th August, 1972, he made a state-
ment that he would dearly like to forget.
He said he would solve the problem of
unemployment within six months of get-
ting back into office.

Sir Charles Couri: I don't want to for-
get that at all. You state the date on
which that statement was made.

Mr BRYCE: It was made on the 16th
August, 1972,

8ir Charles Court: That is right. It
was in 1972 when we had in Canberra a
Government that would allow us to de-
velop the State. Now we have a Govern-
ment which prevents us.

Mr BRYCE: Now we have the Premier
arguing that, by March, 1974, he did not
know what the policies of the Whitlam
Labor Government were. The Australlan
Government had been in office for 18
months and had laid down guldelines, and
any Opposition party in this State which
was worthy of its salt should have had
a very clear understanding of where the
national Government was going. How-
ever, the Premier was still holding forth
with brave statements such as, “We will
solve unemployment within six months if
returned to office.” In fact, he went on
to say he was prepared to stake his repu-
tation on success.

Let us constder the figures, because they
are consistent with the argument used by
the Premier when he was Iin Opposition.
When the Tonkin Labor Government left
office 1.17 per cent of the work force in
Western Australia was unemployved, The
figure is now 5.4 per cent. Is it any
wonder that he loses credibility when he
makes promises in Parliament and state-
ments in his policy speech that he will
solve our problems? On the 14th March,
1974, he promised a programme of strong
and well-planned economic growth, secur-
ity against unemployment, a rising stand-
ard of living, and a2 broader range of
career opportunities. We would searcely
expect such promises from a leader of a
political party who does not accept res-
ponsibillty for employment opportunities
or unemployment problems once he is
elected to office. We would scarcely ex-
pect & man who now does not accept res-
ponsibility for unemployment to promise
security against unemployment when on
the hustings,

The facts of life are that the present
State Government has falled to deliver the
gaods. I refer to a question asked in this
House this week and mention a couple
of important regional centres as examples.
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When the Tonkin Labor Government left
office, 23¢ people were registered as un-
employed in the town of Albany. The
latest figures show that has trebled, and
that now there are over 700 unemployed.

Mr Watt: Not in the town of Albany.

Mr BRYCE: 1 am talking about the
district of Albany.

Mr Watt: You referred to the town.

Mr BRYCE: The district figures are the
only available figures, and the member tor
Albany knows that well. The point is that
the Premier made a promise that he would
solve unemployment within six months.

Mr Watt: You are comparing a regional
figure with a town figure.

Mr BRYCE: Take the Bunbury district:;
the picture is similar. When the Tonkin
Government left office 684 people In that
district were registered as unempioyed.
Today 1031 are registered as unemployed
in that district. Members opposite simply
have not got an argument in respect of
this question because their leader led them
into a dead end as a result of his bravado,
and he knows it. The Premier also refer-
red to the miracle of the ’60s and said,
“We did it then, we will do it again.”

The SPEAKER.: Order! Is this related
to the amendment?

Mr BRYCE: 1 would respectfully sug-
gest, Sir, it is related to that part of the
amendment which suggests that the State
Government promised to put things right
but has instead concentrated its energies
onit simply attacking the nationsl Govern-
ment. I indicated earlier that I hoped
to illustrate three specific areas in which
it has failed to put things right.

It has failed not only in the area of
unemployment. Another very important
area in which the Premier has falled to
put things right is that of inflation. We
had sincere promises about this on the
14th March, 1974, ‘The Premier said in
his policy speech that inflation can be
beaten State by State. What happened?
After 12 months of administration of the
present Government the rate of inflation
has been pushed to 18 per cent—a level
higher than that in all other capital cities
in Australia.

Sir Charles Court: It is not 18 per
cent,. Why don't you quote the right
figure?

Mr Jamieson: You are quoting the
wrong figure. You are getting your figure
from the Treasury instead of from the
statistician.

8ir Charles Court: I obtained my figure
from the statistician. You have elected
to use the wrong figure.

Mr EBRYCE: Mr Speaker, I would
appreciate getting a word in edgeways as
it is my time that is being used.
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The SPEAKER: The member

for Ascot,

Mr BRYCE: Thank you, Sir. The fact
is that was an absurd promise to make.
It was totally unrealistic. The Premfer
now knows that, and the people of the
State are going to bhe informed of it. I
am sure the people will appreciate the
alleged sincerity of a man who promises
to solve problems which, in fact, are inter-
national problems. So, Sir, you c¢an
appreciate that members on this side of
the House are quite well motivated in
moving this amendment. We had an out-
standing statement from the Premier of
this State—

Mr Blalkie:

Mr BRYCE: —who claimed he has
solutions to the economic problems of the
nation and the Western world. Yet he
cannot even solve the problems within his
own State, Lest some may suggest that
the Opposition is acting a little hastlly in
this respect, I point out that the Premier
has already had 12 months in which to
take action. Previously we might have
been accused of being a lttle impatient,
gut after 12 months nothing has been

one,

Mr Sodeman: How long has the Federal
Government had to bring down housing
interest rates?

Mr BRYCE: If the member for Pllbara
is permitted by his leader to stand up and
participate In debates we would like to
hear htm do so0. I think it 1s wholly unfair
for the peaple of the Pllbara to believe that
they have a worthy representative who will
make representations on their behalf in
3his Patliament only while he is sitting

own.

Mr Laurance: Mr Bickerton stood up to
Canberra, and look what happened to him.

Mr Sodeman: I will be quite happy to
stand up, and I will address my remarks
to you when I do.

Mr Coyne: Tell us about the promise
made by Labour Minister Cameron in res-
pect of unemployment. What happened to
him? Did he resign?

Mr BRYCE: The incldent of the evening
before last 1Hustrated to this House very
clearly the degree of political somersault
the Premier is capable of turning in res-
pect of his statements in this House and
to the pecple of Western Australia.

The SPEAKER: Order! This amendment
Is one which perhaps can be spoken to in
fairly broad terms, but only brief reference
can be made to those broad terms. I would
Iike all members to note that ostensibly
the prime reason for the amendment is the
lack of action by the Premier in regard to
the wrangling of the Federal Liberal Party
and aspirations to leadership within the

Order!

Hear, hear!
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party. This is the prime point to which
members should direct their speeches. I
do not mind members referring to other
matters in order to give instances, but they
must be only brief references.

Mr BRYCE: The aspect of this question
which merits some explanation is the way
in which the Premier has on so many oc-
casions involved himself in the national
scene on the question of Commonwealth-
State relationships. In other debates in
this Chamber, we have all been happy to
have to sit back and listen to a very wide-
ranging debate and argument whenever this
question arose. That is the substance of
the first part of this amendment; mem-
bers on this side of the House are con-
cerned that we have a Premier who is ob-
sessed with hating a natlonal Govern-
ment.

In the second part of the amendment
we draw attention to the fact that we are
sutprised he has not taken some actlon
to Intervene on behalf of the people of
this State in this vitally important leader-
ship struggle that is going on aé the mom-
ent in Canberra. You will appreciate, Mr
Speaker, from the third specific paragraph
that the policles and attitudes of the Lib-
eral Party-National Alliance, Country
Party-cum-National Country Party of Aus-
tralla. coalitlon are unpredictable. These
are the sorts of things which concern us
greatly.

I would llke to draw members’' atten-
tion to a few specific matters in this direc-
tion, These are the sorts of things that have
been eating away at political unity in this
country—not just political unity inside the
national coalition Opposition, but political
unity generally, We argue that the policies
of the Opposition at national level are
unpredictable and fail to be consistent.
Take for example the conflict we have
witnessed over the advocacy by the Leader
of the Country Party-cum-National Parly
-cum-Australian National Counfry Party
—or something—in the national Parlia-
ment that the price of oil should be in-
creased by some absurd percentage.

Mr McPharlin: Why do you not get your
facts straight on that question? You have
got it from the Press—that is the only
place you got 1t from.

Mr BRYCE: The Leader of the Country
Party is criticlsing me hecause I am begin-
ning to believe something of what I have
read in the newspaper. One of the most
astounding experiences I have ever had in
this place was after I had been here for
only 2 month. I witnessed the then Deputy
Leader of the Country Party stand in his
place and guote as evidence an opinion
letter to the editor.

Mr McPharlin: You do not even have
the Press statement from which to quote.

Mr BRYCE: I would have thought that
any reasonably well read political animal in
this country would have been well aware
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of the polnt I was making. There seems {o
be substantial conflict between the Leader
of the Liberal Party and the Leader of the
Country Party at a national level over
this quesion of oil prices. There seems
be some concern that promises have been
made to oil companies about an increase in
oll prices; but there is no concern for the
Tarmers, for the motorists, or for anybody
else in respect of their fuel bills. This is
when the chickens come home to rocst. The
Leader of the Country Party made this
statement, knowing that the cost of fuel
lvwal.s.daf vital importance to any man on the
and.

Mr Laurance: What about the removal
of the petrol substdy?

Mr BRYCE: However, when we think a
little harder about this question we begin
to understand that perhaps it is necessary
for the Leader of the Country Party to
make these statements because qulte a
considerable amount of campaign funds
seem to go from oil compantes to Conser-
vative Governments at national level.

8ir Charles Court: How do you know?
Are you going to tell us how much they
put into the Labor Party?

Mr BRYCE: This is an area of conflict
and of unpredictable reaction.

We have heen very surprised over the
whole question of the Supply Bill; we
never know where they stand on this mat-
ter because they are unpredictable, incon-
sistent and in confliet with one another
over the question of the refusal of supply
in the natlonal Parliament. One day we
pick up a newspaper and we see a report
that the Leader of the Country Party-
cum-National Party or something has ad-
vocated the refusal of supply over the
Medibank issue.

He says that supply will be refused and
the people of this country will be forced
to go to another Federal election, probably
a double dissolution. The very next day,
the Leader of the Liberal Party says, “I am
not so sure” and the next day the Leader
of the Country Party starts to climb down
a lttle on his original statement. There
should be a little llaison over the telephone
between the two parties. The Leader of the
Country Party then starts to make a few
qualifications to his previous statement,.

Subsequently. because of this highly
confusing leadership struggle we have at
national level, in order to demonstrate that
he is a strong man, Mr Snedden comes out
leading from the chin and says, '“There
will be no decision to refuse supply.” Of
course, we cannot be ceriain about that;
we are not even certain whether Mr
Snedden will be in the box seat when a
declsion will be made. It js this sort of
inconsistency and contradiction that bring
politicians generally into contempt in the
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minds of the pecople and it {s based, funda-
mentally, on the ego, short-commgs and
sense of pride amongst a handful of lead-
ing Conservative politiclans in the naiional
Parliament.

I come back to my original thesis that
under no circimstances would such an
amendment be warranted normally in a
State Parllament. However, the Premier of
this State has taken this forum as being
a reflection of what happens in the
national Parliament and therefore we feel
genuinely concerned that he has taken ho
step to Indicate to the Liberals who repre-
sent people in this State how they should
vote In Canberrz, It would even suggest
that the Premier does hot exercise the
same tlght-fisted control over the Liberal
Party nationally as he does over the par-
]tlarﬂentary Likeral Party in Western Aus~
ralia.

Mr MclIver: And the Country Party.’

Mr BRYCE: And the Country Party, as.
my worthy colleague, the member for Avon,
interjects. As the member for Balga indi-
cated, we believe he does exereise such
influence, but s simply sitting back, wait-
ing to see what happens. We believe he
has a respeonsibillty because he has played
himself deliberately into the image of a
great national spokesman for the Conser-
vatives of this country, and even an inter-
national representative. A man like that
surely has a responsibllity to do something
and intervene.

If we on this side of the House could
assist him in any way to ensure that the
name Sir Charles Court was added to the
list of candidates on the ballot paper to-
morrow, we would do so.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier} [508 p.m.]: The amendment
before the House just does not deserve any
consideration at all. If it were not for
the formaslity of having to record that
the Government had done the courtesy
to the Opposition of making a comment
on it, I would not even bother to reply.
I remind members opposite that there
were occasions when the Tonkin Govern-
ment merely put some of these matters
to a vote without even making & comment,
oh one occasion even using the closure
motion to do it. This one deserves such
treatment, if ever & motion did.

All of a sudden we are seeing crocodile
tears all over this Chamber, like we had
last night when members of the Labor
Party were shedding tears for the farmers
and joining forces with the Farmers’
Union. It was so hypocritical.

Then the cat was let out of the hag;
the member for Swan started to talk
about the consumers being his prime con-
cern. I want to remind members opposite
that the decision to be made in Canberra
tomorrow essentially is one to be made by
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the men who are the elected representa-
tlves in the Federal Parliament, standing
in the Liberal cause. Our party does not
direct those members as to how they
should vote; we would not under any cir-
cumstances attempt to try to control them
or influence them in the election of their
leader. It is so llke the crass ignorance
of members opposite to try to influence
through this House the decision to be made
in Canberra tomorrow.

We have heard a great deal of talk
today about people being stabbed in the
back. I just remind those gentlemen op-
posite of some of the acts their Prime
Minister has been privy to, and in some
cases was the initiator. I just refer to
the Gair affair which was a blot on the
parliamentary history of Australia. I also
refer to the Murphy appointment. If
ever there was an appointment that stunk
to high heaven, that was it. I then refer—

Mr Jamieson: If a Liberal lawyer is ap-
pointed to such a position it is all right,
but if g Labor lawyer is appointed it is
not.

Sir CHARLES COQURT: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition knows that I
have always opposed the appointment to
the High Court of a former Minister re-
gardless of the party to which he belongs.

We then move on to another little epi-
sode in the Federal Parliament which
was the greatest example of stabbing in
the back the Federal Parliament has ever
seen. It was only the extreme loyalty of
one man to the Labor Party that saved
Mr Whitlam’s Prime Ministership. I re-
fer to the stabbing in the back by the
Prime Minister of Mr Frank Crean. The
situation at that time went on for weeks
and weeks with that poor man still nomi-
nally being the Treasurer of this country.
Yet the Prime Minister and all his col-
leagues were just bypassing him and get-
ting him ready for the day when they
were to put him on the *“barbecue”. That
man’s loyalty to the ALP was the only
thing that saved the Prime Minister from
losing his office at that time, because had
Mr Crean not agreed to accept the port-
folio granted to him all the portfolios in
the ALP would have been thrown open.
So great was the feellng about a2 man who
had been one of the Prime Minister’s
most loyal supporters through thick and
ﬁin Mr Whitlam would have lost his posi-

on,

Then we proceed to the classic of ali
times. We could see it coming a week
before. We could see that Mr Speaker
Cope was being set up for the kili. “We
could see, from the reaction of the Prime
Minister and his colleagues that it was
only a matter of time before the Speaker
would be dealt with, and look how he
was dealt with—in a most disgusting way!
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Yet the Opposition here has the hide
to move an amendment such as this and
shed crocodile tears for Billy Mackie
Snedden; a man for whom they have all
expressed nothing but contempt.

Mr Beriram: So have you.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I have not,
Mr Bertram: You have by inierence.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member is not entfitled to say that, because
I have been a very loyal supporter of Billy
Mackie Snedden right through the whole
business, The honourable member can-
not cite one instance of where I have been
disloyal to Mr Snedden. He is a man in
whom I have complete confidence. He is
a man who has been sincere in his work
and, when a Minister, he administered his
portiolios to the maximum of his capacity.
Also, I think he succeeded in those port-
folios in a wonderful way.

I zlso remind members opposite that
the Prime Minister—
Several members interjected.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members
opbposite just cannot take it. They are so
used to throwing muck around the place
that they do not recognise good sense when
they hear it.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I just remind
members opposite that it was their Prime
Minister who ridiculed the policies put
forward by Billy Mackie Snedden, Some of
the people opposite ridiculed the policy put
forward by Billy Mackie Snedden in try-
ing to solve the economic policies of this
country. Subsequently, after the Whitlam
Government was re-elected, Billy Mackie
Snedden put forward further proposals in
respect of the economy of Australia,

Mr Jamieson: He is no longer Billy
Mackie Snedden. He changed his name by
deed poll. He is now Bill Mackie Snedden.

8ir CHARLES COURT: Is that all the
Opposition has to talk about?

Mr Jamieson: If you are going to be
perfect you may as well be properly
perfect.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Subsequent to
the re-election of the Whitlam Govern-
ment this man put foward a very strong
economic policy but again it was ridiculed
by Mr Whitlam and his colleagues, inclugd-
ing Dr Cairns. What happened? Prac-
tically everything Mr Snedden put forward
before the re-election and since has been
quietly and sneakily slipped in by Mr
Whitlam and his colleagues and they are
still trying to implement his ideas in the
hope that, even belatedly, they might be
able to get something out of the wreckage.
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So I, personally, have always been loyal
to Mr Snedden, but it is not my preroga-
tive to make a decision on who will be
leader and I hope we will keep that
decision right where it belongs, because
members opposite are guilty of a great
crime. They are guilty in exactly the
same way as their Prime Minister is,
because members opposite set out fto
assassinate & man’s character and reputa-
tion and what their Prime Minister did in
the Federal Parliament is the greatest
disgrace of all time.

Government members: Hear, hear!

Point of Order.

Mr T. D. EVANS: On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the Premier looked at the
members on this side of the House
collectively and said, '“You are guilty of a
crime”. I for one refute the statemnent
that I am guilty of such a crime and I
ask the Premier to withdraw the remark
that I, as 2 member of this Opposition,
have been guilty of a crime.

The SPEAKER: 1 ask the Premier to
withdraw the remark,

Sir CHARLES COURT: On your wish,
Mr Speaker, I certainly will withdraw the
remark, but I just want to say—not by way
of amplification of the withdrawal, but as
a statement of fact—that the members
sitting opposite are just as guilty as the
Prime Minister and his colleagues.

Mr MAY: Mr Speaker—

Sir Charles Court: I have not said any-
thing yet.

Mr MAY: The Premier withdrew the
remark he made. Is he entitled to go an
and give a speech on the withdrawal?

The SPEAKER: Order! Yes, the
Premier is allowed to go on and make his
speech. However, he cannot amplify in
any way the statement he has withdrawn
and he should not make similar remarks.

Debate (on amendment to motionl
Resumed

Sir CHARLES COQURT: Mr Speaker, 1
had no intention of amplifying or qualify-
ing my withdrawal,

Mr May: Much!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to say
quite categorically that members opposite
have been just as much parties to the
act of the Whitlam Government in try-
ing to denigrate Mr Snedden as Whitlam
himself—

Mr May: I bet you have been on the
telephone to the Eastern States!

[ASSEMELY.]

Sir CHARLES COURT: —because the
Labor Party, long before the State elec-
tion, made the decision, at the tactical
level so far as the State election was
concerned, that if they could destroy Court
they could destroy the Liberal Party,

Mr May: He destroys himself.

Sir CHARLES COURT: So the members
of the Labor Party set out on this charac-
ter assassination with a viciousness never
before seen in this State.

Mr May: What was that remark you
made about not being able to take it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: So in the Fed-
eral Parliament we have seen the Prime
Minister, day after day, with the help of
some of his lieutenants, doing his best
to try to destroy the personality, the repu-
tation, and the performance of Mr Sned-
den. In the political game jt is guite fair
to test out a person. Goodness only knows,
members opposite have been doing that to
me ever since 1953; all they do is to make
me stronger all the time. I want to remind
Opposition members that the insincer-
ity they are showing by shedding so many
crocodile tecars for Mr Snedden today can
be treated by the Government only with
the contempt it deserves.

I did not want to go into any detail
in regard to some of the statements made
by the member for Ascot when he was
speaking of the unemployment scene. In
time I will go back and remind him what
1 said in 1§72, We still stand by that
statement. If Whitlam and his Gov-
ernment in Canberra would let us get
on with the development of this State we
would live up to that promise and be
delighted to do it.

I told this House within the last few
days of the projeet we had put before the
Prime Minister, and wha{ we had negoti-
ated; if only those people in Canberra
would let us do the job that normaliy a
State Government is allowed to do. The
Government rejects this nonsense from the
Qpposition as plain political skullduggery.
It is absolutely indecent for the Oppoesition
to do what it has done, and no credit re-
flects on its members. Here we are with
tremendous matters of importance to the
State to be discussed, and we have the
vehicle of the Address-in-Reply debate to
discuss them, but what do we find? We find
that day after day these stupid amend-
ments are moved by the Opposition, This
particular one must be an all-time low.

Mr T. D. Evans: You started it when
vou were in Opposition.

Sir CHARLES COURT: But there was
substance in our amendments. The Gov-
ernment rejects the amendment before us.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Young,
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR STEPHENS (Stirling—Minister for
Conservation and Environment) (5.22
p.m.l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this Bill is to amend the
Environmental Protection Act, 1971, to en-
ahle the alteration of titles of some bodies
included by name in the original Act and
to increase the membership of one such
body. The changes are consistent with the
Government's expressed policy with regard
to conservation and the environment.

The Bill provides for the words “environ-
mental protection” to be deleted end sub-
stituted by the words *“conservation and
environment”. The Department of Environ-
mental Protection is to be called the de-
partment of conservation and environment
and the Director of Environmental Pro-
tection to be the director of conservation
and environment,

Further, it is proposed that the name
Environmental Protection Council be
changed to the conservation and environ-
ment council and that it has an increased
membership from 14 to 16.

Members will be aware thai in Western
Australin the principal environmental
executive management responsibility lies
with the three-man Environmentsl Pro-
tection Authority. I wish to pay tribuie
to the work and success of the authority
since its inception and make special men-
tion of the competence and diligence of the
chairman, Dr O’Brien. I do not propose
that there should be g change in the title
of this authority as I believe it has already
established itself within the community
through its series of decisions and recom-
mendations which have been accepted by
both the previous Government and this
Government,

However, the Environmental Protection
Council, compased of senior personnel, is
perhaps less well known and requires
revitalisation. I believe that this can be
largely achieved by two steps—

(1) A change of title from Environ-
mental Protection Council tfo
conservation and environment
council, and

(2) an increase in the membership by
adding a neminee of the Minister
for Agriculture and a nominee of
a tertiary institution.

I believe that the new council will be very
effective in its role of providing advice to
the Minister responsible and to the En-
vironmental Protection Authority.

1 would like to conclude by adding that
in ifollowing through {the Governmsnt's
policy there is forthcoming a rationalised
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arrangement for conservation and environ-
ment in Western Australia. The bringing
of nationsal parks within my jurisdiction is
one such example. The amendments con-
tained in this Bill are another,

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr A. R.
Tonkin,

ANZAC DAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Treasurer) {5.26 p.m.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
The purpose of this Bill is to amend the
present wording of the Anzac Day Act to
enable the profits from a greyhound meet-
ing held on Anzac Day to be paid to the
Anzac Day Trust.

The present Act provides for all profits
made by racing and trotting clubs and
60 per cent of profits made by other
sporting organisations from meetings or
fixtures held on Anzac¢ Day to be paid to
the Anzac Day Trust. Greyhound racing
commenced in Western Australia last
December and this amendment to the Act
is necessary to ensure that all profits in
relation to greyhound racing meetings held
on Anzac Day will be paid to the Anzac
Day Trust.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Carr.

WESPLY (DARDANUFP} AGREEMENT
AUTHORIZATION BILL

Second Reading

MR MENSAROS (Floreat—Minister for
Industrial Development) [5.28 pm.]: I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

The purpose of the Bill before the House
is to obtain Parliament’s authority for the
Government and Westralian Plywoods Pty.
Ltd. to enter into the agreement appear-
ing as a schedule to the Bill, By passing
the Bill, Parliament would be authorizing
the Premier to execute the agreement on
behalf of the State and when it is then
executed by Westralian Plywoods Piy. Lid.
the document would immediately have the
forece of law,

Members of the Opposition might express
surprise that the Government has adobted
this procedure. Let me hasten to assure
them that there has been no change in
the sound policy adopted by the Govern-
ment that agreements of this nature are
executed and brought before Parliament
for ratification, rather than following the
route whereby authorization of an un-
executed agreement is sought.
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In this particular case, however, there
is a very good reason why authorization
rather than ratification is the appropriate
course. It will be noted that clause 2 of
the Bill is worded in such a way that not
only the Premier is authorized to execute
the agreement, but also the company. The
reason for this is that it might be argued
that certain provisions in the agreement
are in conflict with the Commonwealth
Trade Practices Act, 1974, being in restraint
of trade.

So as to avold any suggestion of the
agreement being held to be invalid on this
ground the parties are taking the precau-
tion of having the agreement authorized by
Parliament before executing it. In this way
the agreement is exempt from the Trade
Practices Act according to the provisions
of that very Act.

The terminclogy used in clause 2 of the
Blll is otherwise 1dentical with that used
in previous authorization Blils in that the
right is sought to execute an agreement “in
or substantially in accordance with the
form set out In the schedule”. The use of
the word “substantially” is intended to
allow sufficlent flexibility to enable any last
minute corrections or legal drafting altera-
tions of a minor nature to be carried out
without the need {o refer the matter again
to Parliament. I would not at this stage
anticipate that any such changes are neces-
sary since the agreement has been the sub-
ject of the most lengthy and detailed nego-
tiations and of a very careful serutiny as
to its terms.

The particle beard Industry that will
result from the agreement will be the
largest of its kind in Australia and one of
the largest industries of its nature in the
world. It will be established at a capital
cost of $11.5 milllon at a point about mid-
way between Dardanup and Plcton Junc-
tion and not far from the existing indust-
rial area at Picton Junction.

The size of the industry will naturally
have a significant effect on the economy
of the Bunbury region. Additional employ-
ment will he generated and there will he
demands for back-up services such as
transport, engineering, and so on.

At the commencement of operations the
industry will employ about 100 people with-
In the factory and the forest areas and
in due course it is planned that the in-
dustry will expand to employ some 300
people in factory and forestry operations.

The factory will reguire considerable
inputs of chiplogs and sawmill residues,
adhestves, fuel oil, etc., and have a very
substantial output of particle board.

1t is also anticipated that the company
will in due course expand its operations
into fields which have a natural lInk with
particle board production, such as the
manufacture of adhesives.
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The achlevement of these agreed con-
ditions under which the industry may es-
tablish and become a viable operation is
an excellent example of Government and
private enterprise working in close co-
operation to achieve mutusl ends.

From the Government’s point of view
there is the very real advantage that the
project will lead to the significant decent-
ralisation of a metropolitan-based industry
and as I have sald provide a considerable
economic boost to the Bunbury region. It
will also improve the economics of soft-
wood forestry operations. Furthermore the
company will be utllising chiplogs and saw-
mill residues which would for the most
part be otherwise wasted.

On the company’s side, in addition to
recelving the Government's guarantee of
certain borrowings, it has gained the ad-
vantages of having assured rights {o chip-
logs and sawmill residues and of having
certain transport rights not normally avail-
able to industry.

The recitals to the agreement summarise
the BState’'s and the company’s consoli-
dated precepts under which the terms of
the agreement have been negotiated.

The company is committing itself fo
building a factory with a design capacity
considerably in excess of the present mar-
ket for particle board. It naturally could
not do so without secure access to soft-
wood resources. The Government recog-
nises the advantages of establishing the
industry with capacity to increase through-
put and to achieve a level of economy
which assures viahillty.

I turn now to the provisions of the
agreement and deal firstly with clause 2.
Under this clause the company undertakes
to proceed within six months of the date
of commencement with the construction
of a factory at Dardanup having a capa-
city to produce not less than 17 cubic
metres per hour of particle board, the
Jatter on a basis of 19 millimetre thick-
ness. This plant must be in production
within 24 months of the date of com-
mencement. The date of commencement
is defined as the date of execution of the
agreement.

In fact, some work has already com-
menced at the plant site and the company
anticipates commencing installation of
plant by the 30th September, this year,
with the plant coming into operation dur-
ing the third quarter of 19876.

To facilitate this rapid progress in the
development of the project the State has
agreed to guarantee the repayment of a
series of loans as detailed in clause 3 (1),
such guarantees being given under the
normal! provisions of the Industry (Ad-
vances) Act, 1947.

An initial loan for $1.5 millon hag
already been made available to the com-
pany by the Superannuation Board, the
normal formalities in respect of securities,



[Thursday, 20 March, 19751

ete., required under the Industry (Ad-
vances) Act having been completed. I
should mention here that the agreement
has been written with Westralian Plywoods
Pty. Ltd. rather than its parent company,
Westralilan Plywoods Hearn Industries
Limited, primarily hecause of the security
situation In respect of these guarantees.

Although it might be argued that from
the outset it would be more desirable for
the guarantee for the initial loan to have
had the full backing of an authorized and
executed agreement, there is no gquestion
that the State’s security position is satis-
factory, and having regard for the com-
mitments already entered into by the
company, & delay in making the loan
would not have been justified. I recog-
nise however, that the project cannot suc-
ceed without the company having avall-
able to it the full rights conferred by the
agreement.

Were it not for the Trade Practices Act
aspect, we would have executed the agree-
ment long before this date.

So far as the gquestion of raw materials
for the industry Is concerned, it should
be stressed that the capacity of the indus-
try has been hased on estimates by the
Conservator of Forests as to the availa-
bility of these materials during the term
of the agreement. This is reflected In
clause 4, subelause (1).

Subelauses (2), (3), and (4), set out
the mechanics by which the conservator
and the company will reach agreement as
to materlals to be supplied to the com-
pany in each year of its operations.

At the same time under subclause (5)
a limit of 330 000 cubic metres In any vear
is set.

It will be noted that under subclause
(3) the conservator, in selling or disposing
of chiplogs and sawmill residues to other
parties, cannot prejudice the supply of
annual quantities to the company as
agreed under c¢lause 4. Furthermore,
under subclause (5) the State is not per-
mitted to sell to another particle board
manufacturer any quantity of chiplogs or
sawmill residues which might be in excess
of such agreed annual quantity, but less
than the maximum quantity to which the
company ls entitled; namely, 330 000 cubic
metres. In other words the company is
being given sole access to all available
raw materials up to that figure, but only
in respect of particle hoard manufacture.
This means that any short-term change in
the market demand for particle board
does not prejudice the company's reason-
able prospects of fully utllising the allo-
cation of raw materials in a subsequent
period.

The posltion regarding the Trade Prac-
tices Act to which I have referred relates
to this provision.

295

Whether or not the company has sole
right to certaln guantities of raw materi-
als, I should point out that in any case
the quantity of raw materials available
over and above the company’s anticipated
requirements at any stage of the project
and up to its maximum allocation are ex-
pected to be well below those which would
enable a second viable particle board in-
dustry to be established in Western Aus-
tralie. During the first years of the pro-
ject it is antleipated that there may bhe
some excess materlals available, but in
later years during the life of this agree-
ment, the maximum allocation to which
the company is entitled will fully commit
the presently estimated avaflable resource.

Clause 5 of the agreement simply deals
with the specification of chiplogs made
available to the company.

Clause 6 highlights an area of signifi-
cant advantage to the State in entering
into this agreement,

It is a fact that the Forests Department
must thin its pine plantations in order to
develop their saw-log potential, whether or
not the thinnings so produced can be put
to good use. Although the company’s Eew-
dale plant has been taking some of these
thinnings there has been a considerable
volume of wastage. On top of this wastage
there is, of course, the cost of carrying
out thinning operations.

Under clauses § and 7 of the agreement
however, the company will not only be
responsible for the cost of felling, extrac-
tion and cartage of chiplogs to loading
points plus the cost of supervising and
overheads assoclated with this work, but
it will also have to pay a stumpage rate
or royalty for timber so taken.

The stumpage rates are set out in the
schedule to the agreement, under which
it will be seen that in the first years of
production the company has been given
a concessional rate in respect of chiplogs
supplied to the Dardanup factory. These
rates are subject to escalation in line with
inflation, and are subject to review from
time to time after a fixed period.

Furthermore, if the anticipated pattern
of sales varies from the position where
the eompany sells the bhulk of its particle
board in the Eastern States to the effect
that it will sell more profitably on the local
market then the conservator has the right
to review the stumpage rate.

It will also be noted that under para-
graph 2 of the schedule the company will
have the advantage of lower stumpage
rates on chiplogs supplied to its Kewdale
plant from southern plantations prior to
commencement of its Dardanup plant.

With your permission, Mr Speaker, I
shall table a copy of a plan which is re-
ferred to in the definition of pine planta-
ticns in clause 1 of the agreement, and
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which shows the dividing line at State
Forest 16 referred to in the paragraph
and also in the transport clause.

Returning now to clause 8 of the agree-
ment, this clause provides that the com-
pany shall pay stumpage for not less than
90 per cent of the quantity of chiplogs
agreed under clause 4 in the event that
it takes delivery of less than that quantity.

Clauces 9 and 10 deal with the mech-
anics of payment of stumpage and the
determination of quantities. Under clause
11 the State is protected by force majeure
conditions in the event of the destruction
or damage of pine plantations due to fire,
disease, or other cause, barring the State
from supplying the company’s require-
ments.

The next four clauses contain provisions
quite comparable with other development
agreements of this nature. They set out
the terms under which the company will
be supplied with its electricity requirements,
obtain rights to draw underground water
at its own cost or he supplied by the State,
obtain supplies of natural gas if available,
and conditions for disposal of wastes.

Under clause 17 the State undertakes to
buy all of its particle board requirements
from the company so long as it is the sole
manufacturer in Western Australia and the
qg;ahty and price of its product is accept-
able.

Clause 18 is one of the most significant
in the agreement in that it provides pri-
vileged conditions under which the com-
pany may transport raw materials and
finished particle board by road, notwith-
standing the provisions of the Transport
Commission Act, 1966,

. Dealing with the subclauses to clause 18
in order,_ firstly subclause (1) establishes
the conditions under which the company
may transport its construction materials
by road. Although these conditions have
been stated in the agreement for clarity
the brovisions do not differ from the nor-
rsz;all] congiTnons under which the Commis-
oner of Transport issues If
Franepat. s licenses for road
However, under subclause (2) the com-
missioner shall grant to the company or
:t:,s nominee, licenses to operate commer-
cial goods vehicles for the goods and on the
routes specified in that subeclause.

Cartage of chiplogs and sawmill resldues
from forest and sawmill to the factories, as
limited by the subclause, does not amount

to any real concession since road haulage
of saw logs {s normally approved in con-
nection with the day-to-day operations of
any sawmill.

The decision concerning reoad transport
of the Dardanup factory's particle board
output and of adhesives for the manu-
facture of the board has been the result
of very careful consideration of the feasi-
billty of alternative forms of transport
for this industry by the Government and
its advisers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The location of the factory, the form of
packaging of the product, the need for
rapid door to door service and the limita-
tions of handling the product during tran-
sit. comhined with the desirability of an
integrated transport operation for =ad-
hesives, has led the Govermment to grant
an industry concessions which are not in
accord with long established policy.

The clause grants the company the right
to road transport of 70 per cent of the
products destined for Perth, However, the
qualifications covering the balance of the
output make it unlikely that the trans-
port task will be attractive to the WAGR.
However it must also be recognised that
the transport task involves a multi-specifi-
cation, multi-destination product not at all
well suited to rail transport and that with-
out this concession the company would
net have entered into its commitment to
establish at Dardanup.

There are two observations I would like
to make in connection with this position,
One is that I am confident the boost
which will be given to the economy of the
Bunbury region by the establishment of
this industry will be reflected in consider-
able increases in the demand for rail trans-
port in other ways. The other is that the
Government makes it quite clear that the
provisions of this agreement do not cons-
titute a change in the Government's
transport policy generally.

It will be noted that similar provisions
apply In respect of the transport of patt-
icle board to the Eastern States, with the
exception that the percentage 1is 50.
Transport to the Eastern States is not, of
course, subjeet to licensing under the
Transport Commission Act due to the pro-
visions of section 92 of the Constitution
providing for free trade between the
States.

I move now to clause 19 which is the
usual clause in respect of the company’s
use of local professtonal services, labour,
contractors, and materials, with the addi-
tional provision that the Minister may call
upon the combany from time to time to
provide a report as to its implementation
of the provisions of the clause.

Clause 20, covering zoning, nondiscrim-
inatory rates, rating, and provisions re-
garding resumptions, contains the stand-
ard approach to these matters, as does
the environmental protection clause, clause
21,

Most of the remaining clauses are stand-
ard to this type of development agreement.
The exceptions are clause 31 which specifies
that the term of the agreement shall be
25 years, clause 32 which provides for the
company having the right to seek a further
agreement after the expiration of this
agreement, and clause 34 providing for the
use of the *Made in Western Australia”
insienia on all of the company’s products.

Let me conclude by saying that the
agreement before the House will achieve a
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number of very desirable objectives sought
by the State and is very real evidence of
the Government’s desire to foster the
decentralisation of industry and provide
for employment opportunities and economic
growth. The Western Australian company
it will assist deserves every encouragement
for proceeding with the project.

I commend the Bill to the House,

The plans were tabled (see paper No. 85).

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr May.

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minister
for Labour and Industry) (553 pm.): I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
This Bill proposes to make minor amend-
ments to sections 3, 9D, 28, 3TAE, 37AF,
and 37A of the Education Act, 1974,

In the 1974-75 Budget speech the Pre-
mier announced that the subsidy paid to
parents of fourth-year secondary school
pupils was to be increased to $25 from the
beginning of the 1975 school year, It is
therefore necessary to amend section 9D
which relates to the subsidisation of the
cost of textbooks at efficient schools. It
should be noted that in clause 2 of the Bill
allowance is made for the provisions of
clauses 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9 of the Bill to
come into operation on the 1st January,
1975. The department has been paying
the increased rate of subsidy since the
beginning of the current school year.

The other amendments contained in this
Bill are of an administrative nature and
mainly relate to the need to widen the
current references to teachers' colleges in
the Act to include the other tertlary
institutions now engaged in teacher educa-
tion. With the involvement of the Western
Australian Institute of Technology and the
two universities in teacher training, the
reference to teachers’ colleges no longer
adequately covers all student teachers.
This is considered particularly important
in relation to the department’s authority
to pay allowances or scholarships to
students.

Other references throughout the Act to
students atiending teachers’ colleges are
to be amended to include any student
pursuing a teacher education course and
receiving financial assistance pursuant to
section 37A of the Act, 85 amended.

Care has been taken to include in the
draft Bill a clause which adds to section
3 of the Act interpretations of *“teachers
education course” and ‘‘tertiary education
institution’”, This should ensure that no
ambiguity exists In the amended Act.

I commend the Bill to members.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr T.
D. Evans,

1)
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REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS
AND MARRIAGES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR STEPHENS (Stirling——Chief Secret-
ary) [557 pm.]l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

A committee of inquiry set up to in-
vestigate the situation of people who have
no proof of identity has reported that
real hardship is experienced by people
who, although having proof of identity,
have not had their birth registered in
the normal manner, and also for people
who have no positive proof of identity and
find it absolutely impossible to obtain any
recognition of identity whatsoever.

I might add that this position is not
pecwliar to Western Australia, but exists
throughout the world. Nevertheless, it is
reported that a large number of people
in Western Australia are so incon-
venienced.

In its report the committee recom-
mended procedures to facilitate the regis-
tration procedures for people whose birth
has not been registered in the normal
manner and to provide some form of
identification for those who cannot re-
gister their birth. The Parliamentary
Draftsman recommended that it would be
preferable top deal with these matters
separately, and accordingly two RBills have
been prepared, one to amend the Registra-
tion of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act,
1961-1965; the second, the Registration
of Identity of Persons Blll, 1375, to pro-
vide a means of identification for persons
whose birth has not been registered.

In regard to the first-mentioned Bill I
would point out that at the present time
if a person wishes to register his or her
birth after a period of seven years from
the date of birth, it is necessary for him
or her to produce the necessary evidence to
a judge of the Supreme Court and obiain
an order directing the Registrar-General
to register the said birth. Registration of
birth up to a year after the birth needs no
authority, whilst' registration between one
and seven years after the birth needs the
Registrar-General's authority.

The amendment to section 24 of the Act
and the repeal and re-enactment of sec-
tions 25 and 26 seek to extend the jurisdic-
tion of the Registrar-General by making
him the responsijble authority after the
seven years in lieu of the Supreme Court
judge. The amendment, however, includes
a safeguard in that where the Registrar-
General authorises or refuses to authorise
the registration of a birth, any person so
agegrieved may apply to a judge of the
Supreme Court for an order against that
declsion,
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It may be surprising to some members
that there would be appeals against the
authorisation of a registration of a birth,
but it may be that persons nominated as
parents or relations will want to deny this
relationship.

As to the necessity for the amendment,
members may query whether there is any
hardship in the present procedure, but it
appears that many people are overawed
by having to make an approach to a judge,
and in some cases the legal cost of such an
approach makes it a hardship.

In making these amendments, the op-
portunity has been taken to effect a num-
ber of other minor amendments which I
will briefly outline,

The first amendment deals with section
18 and its object is to remove the obliga-
tion from the Registrar-General or district
registrar to permit any person to inspect
an entry in a register.

In actual fact this practice was discon-
tinued years ago, and today any person
who is entitled to information from a
registrar is supplied with a photocopy of
the relevant section rather than being al-
lowed to examine the register.

Any such inspection had to be done under
supervision as the person examining is al-
lowed to see only information that con-
cerns him or her. In other words the
present amendment merely seeks to legal-
ise present practice which is now universal
procedure,

Of course the amendment does not pre-
vent the Registrar-General or district
regisirar from showing a person the register
if he feels it is advisable to do so.

The second amendment deals with sec-
tion 32 of the Act. As it now stands, it
is necessary for the death of a person to
be reported to a district registrar and the
amendment, seeks to include assistant dis-
trict registrars, as district registrars are
located only in distrlets or large towns,
whereas assistant district registrars are
scattered throughout districts. The amend-
ment is in the public interest as it provides
a more convenient procedure.

The third amendment concerns section
41 of the Act. This section makes it ob-
ligatory for a medical officer to complete
@ medical certificate forthwith after a
death, but it allows him te hold it up for
up to 10 days before passing it to the
person responsible for the registration.

This persen has only 14 days from the
date of death In which to complete a
registration and the purpose of the
amendment is to oblige the medical prac-
titioner to give the certificate forthwith
to the person required to complete the
registration.

In the past the delay has frequently
caused Inconvenience and is a constant
source of concern to funeral directors, who
have made representations on the matter.

(ASSEMBLY.)

Section 45 of the Act is the next section
to claim our attention and the amend-
ment is in two parts, Section 45 (1) is
amended to include an assistant district
registrar as a person who may receive a
certificate of disposal of a dead body.

The second part of the amendment re-
vokes subsection (3) in order to re-enact
it in its logical sequence, but as a separate
section; namely, 45B. Section 45B is ex-
actly the same as the 0ld subsection (3).

A new section 45A has been inserted to
prevent the removal of a dead body from
this State before the death is registered,.

I commend the Bill to the House,

Dehate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Carr.

REGISTRATION OF IDENTITY OF
PERSONS BILL

Second Reading

MR STEPHENS (Stlrling—Chief Secre-
tary) [6.04 p.m.): I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

This is the second of two Bills arising
out of recommendations made by a com-
mittee of inquiry into registration of
indentity procedure and the intention is to
assist the large number of persons resident
in this State who have no legal means
of identification by providing a certificate
of registration of identity.

The committee of inquiry was emphatic
that such an omission caused considerable
hardship to these people and should not
be allowed to remain.

At the outset may I say that the pro-
posed legislation has been the subject of
considerable research and that ample pro-
visions have been included to protect all
parties who could be affected and the
actual certificate which is set out in the
schedule to the Bill includes the name of
the person registered only and does not
mention any other person as a parent or
relation.

This wag considered to be a very neces-
sary safeguard as no doubt legal compli-
cations and distress could have been
cansed by including such particulars.

Another safeguard is of course the provi-
sion that the certificate of the registration
of indentity 1s not prima facie evidence,
whilst a third provision provides that if
the Registrar-General refuses to issue a
certificate of reeistration of identity the
person concerned mayv apoeal to the Min-
ister who may direct the Registrar-General
to comnlv,

I feel that the machinery enabling the
provision of a certificate is lald out con-
cisely and ¢an be adequately dealt with
in the Committee <tage.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Barnett.

House adjourned at 6.06 pm.




